Arizona  impeaches 
right-wing  governor 


Even  if  the  state  Senate  fails  to  convict 
Mecham,  the  notorious  racist  and  homophobe 
still  faces  a  May  17  recall  election  forced  by  a 
gay-led  populist  campaign 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

PHOENIX,  AZ  —  The  widely-backed 
campaign  to  recall  Evan  Mecham  as  gover¬ 
nor  of  Arizona  gained  even  more  muscle 
when  the  state  House  of  Representatives 
voted  to  impeach  the  ultraconservative  on 
February  5.  Mecham,  a  Republican  who  has 
been  blasted  by  Arizonans  of  all  political 
bents  since  he  took  office  in  January  1987, 
was  indicted  last  month  on  six  felony 
charges,  including  perjury  and  filing  a  false 
contribution  report. 

Regardless  of  the  outcome  of  Mecham ’s 
impeachment  trial  before  the  state  senate,  a 
special  recall  election  slated  for  May  17  will 
occur  as  scheduled.  According  to  workers  at 
the  Mecham  Recall  office,  the  strength  of 
the  grassroots  effort  to  recall  the  governor 
encouraged  the  House  to  impeach  Mecham. 
Ed  Buck,  an  openly  gay  man  from  Phoenix 
who  spearheaded  the  recall  effort,  said  “We 
created  a  political  atmosphere  [of  distrust  in 
Mecham]  that  made  it  safe  for  the  impeach¬ 
ment  to  proceed.” 

In  light  of  growing  outrage  against 
Mecham,  House  special  counsel  William 
French  instigated  an  investigation  into  the 
governor’s  affairs  last  fall.  The  resulting  im¬ 
peachment  report  charged  Mecham  with 
failing  to  reveal  a  $350,000  campaign  loan, 
diverting  $80,000  in  public  funds  to  his  auto 
dealership,  and  concealing  information 
about  a  death  threat  involving  a  state  of¬ 


ficial.  Mecham,  along  with  his  brother 
Willard  Mecham,  also  faces  a  criminal  trial 
for  these  and  other  felony  charges. 

A  number  of  Arizona  politicos,  including 
at  least  four  Republican  members  of  Con¬ 
gress,  urged  Mecham  to  resign  amidst  the 
political  brouhaha.  Most  impeached  of¬ 
ficials  do  choose  to  step  down  voluntarily. 
However,  an  unrepentant  Mecham  con¬ 
tinues  to  deny  charges  of  criminal  wrongdo¬ 
ing  and  told  reporters  he  expects  to  prevail 
in  both  the  Senate  impeachment  trial  and 
the  recall  election. 

Mecham  is  currently  stripped  of  his 
gubernatorial  power  but  retains  his  title  pen¬ 
ding  the  impeachment  proceedings,  which 
commence  in  the  Senate  in  late  February. 
The  Senate  will  decide  whether  Mecham  is 
guilty  of  the  charges  leveled  by  the  House. 
Meanwhile,  Democrat  Rose  Mofford, 
Arizona’s  Secretary  of  State,  has  begun 
duties  as  acting  governor.  At  her  first  news 
conference  on  Feb.  8,  Mofford  said,  “I’d 
like  to  be  a  healing  governor,  a  forceful 
governor  and  one  that  will  act.” 

Mofford  used  her  first  day  in  office  to 
reinstate  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Day  as  an 
official  holiday  in  Arizona.  Mecham 
rescinded  the  holiday  last  year,  the  first 
move  to  stir  charges  of  racism  on  Mecham ’s 
part.  Further  furor  was  directed  at  Mecham 
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Army’s  anti¬ 
gay  policy 
shot  down 
by  court 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  federal  appeals 
court  upheld  the  rights  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  a  landmark  decision  on  Feb.  10  that 
found  the  U.S.  Army’s  ban  on  homosexuals 
unconstitutional.  The  2-1  decision  marks 
the  First  time  discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men  has  been  judged  on  the  federal 
appeals  level  to  violate  the  constitutional 
guarantee  of  equal  protection.  The  ruling  is 
also  the  First  court  decision  to  prohibit  a 
branch  of  the  armed  services  from  excluding 
people  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

The  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  found 
that  “discrimination  faced  by  homosexuals 
in  our  society  is  plainly  no  less  pernicious  or 
intense  than  the  discrimination  faced  by 
other  groups.”  Furthermore,  the  court  said 
the  Army's  justiFication  for  banning  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  “illegitimately  caters  to 


private  biases.” 

The  ruling  came  in  a  case  involving  Perry 
Watkins,  a  sergeant  who  spent  14  years  in 
the  Army.  He  was  discharged  in  1982  after  a 
new  military  regulation  was  passed  that  re¬ 
quired  the  dismissal  of  “avowed  homosex¬ 
uals.”  Watkins  had  acknowledged  gay 
tendencies  in  an  enlistment  questionnaire  in 
1967,  and  had  told  higher-ranking  officers 
that  he  occasionally  performed  as  a  female 
impersonator.  Despite  consistently  high 
evaluations  from  supervisors,  Watkins  was 
denied  reenlistment  because  he  said  he  was 
gay. 

The  federal  appeals  court  ruling  now  re¬ 
quires  the  Army  to  consider  Watkins’  ap¬ 
plication  for  reenlistment  without  regard  to 
his  sexual  orientation. 

Watkins  was  unavailable  for  comment. 
His  attorney,  James  Lobsentz,  applauded 
the  federal  appeals  court  ruling,  calling  it 
“tremendously  broad  and  courageous.” 
Other  gay  rights  supporters  hailed  the  deci¬ 
sion,  speculating  that  it  may  impact  future 
cases  involving  discrimination  against  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  housing,  employment 
and  other  matters. 

Leonard  Graff,  legal  director  of  National 
Gay  Rights  Advocates,  told  the  Boston 
Globe ,  “I  think  it’s  about  time  that  the 
courts  recognized  that  gay  people  have  been 
denied  their  rights.” 

Army  spokespersons  said  they  could  not 
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Anti-porn  crackdown 
hitting  hard  on  the  fringes 

Cops,  censors  focus  on  s/m,  queers 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  anti¬ 
pornography  movement,  led  by  Attorney 
General  Edwin  Meese’s  Commission  on 
Pornography,  has  recently  focused  its  ef¬ 
forts  on  eliminating  depictions  of  sado¬ 
masochism  (S/M)  in  magazines  and  videos. 
The  chilling  effects  of  the  right-wing 
crackdown  have  been  felt  by  the  producers 
and  distributors  of  S/M-related  media,  the 
S/M  community  around  the  country,  and 
AIDS  educators  whose  materials  include 
S/M  depictions  and  descriptions. 

As  a  result,  the  porn  industry  has  curtail¬ 
ed  or  eliminated  some  of  its  more  exotic 
forms  of  erotic  material.  Meanwhile,  S/M 
activists  are  joining  together  to  combat  cen¬ 
sorship,  sensationalistic  coverage  by  the 
media  of  the  S/M  community  and  public  ig¬ 
norance  of  S/M. 

The  Meese  Commission,  joined  by  the 
religious  and  political  rightwing,  has  focus¬ 
ed  on  eliminating  depictions  of  “violent  and 
degrading”  sexual  acts.  Although  the  Meese 
Commission’s  July  1986  recommendations 
—  which  call  for  a  crackdown  on  all  forms 
of  pornography  —  have  hasrongly  criticized 
by  civil  libertarians,  including  the  National 
Coalition  Against  Censorship,  S/M  activists 
said  the  attacks  on  S/M  porn  and  communi¬ 
ty  have  been  all  but  ignored.  And  because 
the  S/M  community  is  on  the  fringe  of  socie¬ 
ty,  there  is  concern  among  activists  that 
“nobody  will  stick  up  for  us  except  for  a  few 
freaks  at  the  ACLU,”  said  Scott  Tucker, 
Mr.  International  Leather  for  1987.  Even 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  said 
Tucker,  has  ignored  what  he  called  un¬ 
constitutional  attacks  on  the  S/M  com¬ 
munity. 

S/M  activist  Gayle  Rubin  told  GCN  that 
anti-porn  crusaders  have  attempted  to  skirt 
laws  protecting  freedom  of  expression  by 
defining  pornography  “in  terms  of  vic¬ 
timization.”  The  anti-porn  movement  has 
de-emphasized  the  argument  that  por¬ 
nography  is  obscene,  instead  claiming  a 


direct  correlation  between  pornography  and 
violence.  This  new  anti-porn  strategy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Rubin,  has  resulted  in  an  all-out 
attack  on  S/M  media  and  community  in  the 
name  of  combatting  violence  against 
women.  She  advocated  educating  the  public 
about  the  difference  between  consensual 
S/M  and  violence. 

An  S/M  “house  of  ill  fame” 

The  powerful  Racketeteer  Influenced  and 
Corrupt  Organizations  Act  (RICO),  which 
allows  the  federal  government  to  conFiscate 
the  property  of  alleged  pornographers,  is 
being  used  to  intimidate  producers  and 
distributors  of  pornography  out  of  the 
mainstream. 

In  the  last  year  RICO  has  been  used  by  the 
government  to  make  several  arrests.  In 
Michigan  last  week,  Jerry  and  Marie  Bond 
both  pleaded  guilty  to  one  count  of  obsceni¬ 
ty  and  one  count  of  running  a  “house  of  ill 
fame”  for  straight  and  gay  people  interested 
in  S/M.  The  Grand  Rapids  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  confiscated  the  Bond’s  S/M  video  col¬ 
lection,  address  books,  computer, 
typewriter,  and  froze  their  bank  account, 
leaving  little  for  their  defense.  According  to 
Jerry  Bond,  the  couple  pleaded  guilty  to 
avoid  embarrassing  their  friends  and  clients, 
who  participated  in  S/M  play  and  counsel¬ 
ing  provided  by  the  Bonds.  He  said  that 
although  the  Bonds  had  done  little  wrong  — 
the  ACLU  told  them  that  they  had  a  strong 
basis  for  an  appeal  —  they  lacked  the 
political  clout  and  resources  to  fight  the 
“trumped  up”  charges.  Bond  said  he  ex¬ 
pects  to  spend  five  to  ten  months  in  jail  as  a 
result  of  plea  bargaining. 

Bond  explained  that  the  case  illustrates 
the  plight  of  sexual  minorities,  who  often 
lack  the  resources  to  defend  themselves  and 
who  are  shunned  by  civil  libertarians 
because  they  are  considered  too  controver¬ 
sial.  Bond  told  GCN  “We’re  seen  as  an  easy 
Continued  on  page  2 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Q  Would  you  support  quarantine  of 
those  infected  with  AIDS?” 

[A] “Rather  than  use  the  word  quaran¬ 
tine,  I’d  prefer  to  use  prophylactic  segrega¬ 
tion,  if  necessary.  For  example... there 
should  be  a  separation  [in  prisons]  of  those 
who  are  carrying  the  virus.” 

”Q  Just  what  is  the  difference  between 
quarantine  and  prophylactic?” 

[A] “Well,  there  is  really  none.  It’s  just  that 
the  term  quarantine  sometimes  connotes  a 
sort  of  forced  isolation  that  is  sometimes 
distasteful  to  those  who  really  would  at  the 
same  time  prefer  to  be  protected  from  an  in¬ 
nocent  acquisition  of  this  virus.” 

—  Republican  presidential  can¬ 
didate  Alexander  Haig,  responding  to  ques¬ 
tions  from  interviewer  David  Frost  in  a  Feb. 
8  interview  published  by  U.S.  News  and 
World  Report. 

Gay  couple  in  North 
Carolina  soap 

CHAPEL  HILL,  NC  —  A  soap  opera 
that  includes  a  gay  couple?  Sure!  —  at  least 
that’s  the  response  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  students  to  the  popular 
cable  TV  show,  General  College. 

As  Chicago  Outlines  describes  the  plot: 
“December  finds  Jason  and  Steve  sep¬ 
arated.  Jason  is  dating  two  women,  Paige 
and  Meg.  Meg  runs  into  Steve,  whom  she 
does  not  know,  and  asks  him  out.  Steve, 
however,  really  wants  to  get  back  together 
with  Jason...” 

Producer  Adam  Reist  says  he  knows  the 
relationships  in  the  show  are  sensationaliz¬ 
ed,  but  says  he  is  careful  not  to  stereotype 
the  gay  couple.  In  particular,  although 
AIDS  is  of  concern  to  many  of  the  student 
viewers,  he  does  not  intend  to  introduce 
AIDS  into  the  men’s  relationship  because  he 
said  he  believes  AIDS  is  not  a  gay  disease. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Black  group  gets 
AIDS  education 
money 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Two  grants  have 
recently  been  awarded  to  Blacks  Educating 
Blacks  About  Sexual  Health  Issues 
(BEBASHI),  a  Philadelphia  AIDS 
organization  that  does  educational  outreach 
to  gay  and  bisexual  men  of  color  and  to  IV 
drug  users. 

A  grant  of  $17,000  from  the  Scott  Paper 
Company  will  support  the  general  opera¬ 
tional  costs  of  BEBASHI.  The  other  grant, 
a  $32,000  gift  from  the  Philadelphia  Foun¬ 
dation,  will  be  used  to  expand  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  outreach  to  IV  drug  users  and  to 
launch  a  new  program  —  an  educational  ef¬ 
fort  aimed  at  gay  and  bisexual  men  of  color. 

“A  large  number  of  gay  men  of  color  are 
not  participating  in  the  gay  community,” 
BEBASHI  Director  Rashidah  Hassan  told 
the  Philadelphia  Gay  News,  “They’re  only 
going  to  clubs  on  occasion.  They  aren’t  get¬ 
ting  targeted.”  The  program  will  include 
leafletting  at  the  area’s  gay  bars  and  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  BEBASHI’s  "home  parties”  — 
safe  sex  and  AIDS  information  sessions 
given  to  people  in  the  privacy  of  their  own 
homes. 

The  Foundation  grant  will  also  allow 
BEBASHI  to  expand  its  outreach  to  IV  drug 
users.  In  the  current  program,  workers  are 
sent  to  areas  w  ith  a  high  incidence  of  drug 


use  to  speak  about  AIDS  and  to  show  users 
effective  ways  to  clean  their  “works.” 
BEBASHI  will  hire  4  to  6  more  people  to  do 
this  outreach,  some  of  whom  will  be  recovering 
drug  users. 

□  Mandy  Smith 

Another  scary  judge 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Civil  rights 
groups  are  rallying  against  the  nomination 
of  Vaughn  R.  Walker  to  the  Federal  District 
Court  in  San  Francisco. 

Walker,  a  prominent  San  Francisco 
lawyer,  has  been  heavily  criticized  for  his 
representation  of  several  controversial 
clients,  among  them  the  United  States 
Olympic  Committee,  which  succeeded  in 
barring  gay  athletic  competitions  from  using 
the  term  “Olympics.”  Gay  rights  activists 
charged  that  the  Committee  singled  out  gay 
groups  for  prosecution,  while  tacitly  permit¬ 
ting  other  groups  to  use  the  word. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times, 
Walker  is  also  a  member  of  San  Francisco’s 
Olympic  Club,  a  private  club  which  denies 
membership  to  women  and  currently  has  no 
minority  members.  Newly  appointed 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Anthony  M.  Ken¬ 
nedy  recently  resigned  from  the  club,  after 
its  membership  policies  became  an  issue  in 
the  nomination  proceedings. 

Among  the  groups  opposing  the  nomina¬ 
tion  are  gay  rights  activists,  women’s  groups 
and  the  Coalition  for  Civil  Rights. 

□  Mandy  Smith 

Kennedy  cross 
dresses  at  Christmas 
party 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Sen.  Ted  Ken¬ 
nedy  attracted  attention  on  Capitol  Hill 
when  he  appeared  in  drag  at  his  own 
Christmas  party. 

As  part  of  a  skit,  Kennedy  did  an  impres¬ 
sion  of  Fawn  Hall,  complete  with  “a  dress,  a 
wig,  lipstick,  eye  make-up  and  a  bra  stuffed 
with  paper,”  according  to  one  “startled  at¬ 
tendee”  quoted  in  Roll  Call.  Melody  Miller, 
Kennedy’s  deputy  press  secretary,  explain¬ 
ed:  “It’s  an  off-the-record  party,  but  it 
managed  to  leak  out....  We  do  a  skit  every 
year  at  the  party.  [Rep.  Joe  Kennedy  II] 
played  Ollie  North  this  year  and  Sen.  Ken¬ 
nedy  played  Fawn  Hall.” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Where  did  those 
LaRouche 
contributions  go? 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Lyndon  H. 
LaRouche,  Jr.  may  have  used  money  for  his 
1988  Presidential  bid  that  contributors 
believed  would  go  to  fight  the  spread  of 
AIDS,  according  to  the  New  York  Times. 

The  allegation  was  made  by  the  legal  staff 
of  the  Federal  Election  Commission,  which 
found  among  the  campaign  financial 
documents  filed  by  Mr.  LaRouche  several 
checks  with  the  acronym  “AIDS”  written 
on  them.  Three  of  the  contributors  con¬ 
tacted  said  they  were  led  to  believe  their 
money  would  be  used  for  an  “anti-AIDS” 
program  and  did  not  intend  to  contribute  to 
LaRouche’s  campaign. 

F.E.C.  staff  used  the  incident  to  support  a 
recommendation  that  Larouche  be  denied 
Federal  matching  funds  for  his  1988 
Presidential  campaign. 

□  Mandy  Smith 

New  Jersey  city 
passes  mandatory 
testing  ordinance  for 
prostitution  cases 

NEWARK,  NJ  —  The  City  Council 
unanimously  passed  an  ordinance  requiring 
anyone  convicted  of  engaging  in  prostitu¬ 
tion  to  take  an  HIV-antibody  test. 

The  ordinance,  believed  to  be  the  First  of 
its  kind  in  the  nation,  is  directed  at  anyone 
convicted  of  soliciting  sex.  Customer  in 
particular  are  targeted  by  the  measure:  if 
convicted,  they  would  be  responsible  for  the 
cost  of  both  their  own  test  and  that  taken  by 


the  prostitute.  They  would  also  be  required 
to  report  for  a  follow-up  exam  six  months 
later.  Failure  to  take  the  tests  could  result  in 
a  fine  ranging  from  $100  to  $1000  and  a  jail 
sentence  of  up  to  90  days. 

A  spokeswoman  for  Mayor  Sharpe  James 
said  he  had  not  yet  decided  whether  to  sign 
the  ordinance.  The  New  Jersey  chapter  of 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  which 
opposed  the  move,  said  the  ordinance  would 
be  challenged  in  court. 

□  Mandy  Smith 

Check  out  the 
Florida  State  Fair! 

TAMPA,  FL  —  The  1988  Florida  State 
Fair  this  month  includes  an  exhibit 
documenting  the  gay  rights  movement  and 
“the  contributions  of  gay  people 
throughout  history.”  The  exhibit  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Tampa  Bay  Business  Guild. 

In  his  letter  proposing  the  exhibit,  Barry 
M.  Brinson,  Program  Director  for  the 
Guild,  wrote:  “We  want  to  show  what  has 
happened,  what  we  want  to  accomplish,  and 
why.  An  exhibit  like  this  will  help  dispel 
myths  and  promote  understanding  of  gay 
people  everywhere....  I  know  that  it  will  be 
controversial  and  you  will  be  criticized  if 
you  allow  this  exhibition;  however,  the 
Florida  State  Fair  exists  to  show  the  best  of 
the  old,  the  new,  the  progressive  and  the 
nostalgic.  Please  take  this  bold  step  to  show 
how  progressive  Florida  is.” 

Surprisingly,  there  has  been  “absolutely 
no  problem”  with  the  exhibit  so  far,  accor¬ 
ding  to  George  Dufour,  of  the  Guild.  “Peo¬ 
ple  walk  by  and  look,  and  stop,  and  look 
some  more.  Sometimes  they  sneak  back  to 
check  it  out  when  they’re  not  with  their 
friends.”  Dufour  told  GCN support  for  the 
exhibit  has  been  “unbelievable.” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Powerful  images  for 
women 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Isis  International, 
a  global  women’s  information  and  com¬ 
munication  network,  has  announced  the 
U.S.  release  of  Powerful  Images:  A 
Woman ’s  Guide  to  Audiovisual  Resources. 
The  210-page  guide  gives  information  about 
more  than  600  films,  videos,  and  slideshows 
produced  by  and  for  women  in  more  than  50 
countries. 

Emphasizing  the  experiences  of  women  of 
the  Third  World,  Powerful  Images  is  design¬ 
ed  to  help  women  and  grassroots  organiza¬ 
tions  use  audiovisual  media  as  tools  for 
education  and  organization.  Ordering  infor¬ 
mation  is  included  for  all  listed  materials.  In 
addition,  articles  by  Third  World  women’s 
groups  share  their  experiences  with  making 
and  using  audiovisuals. 

Isis  International  also  distributes  the 
Women  in  Development  Resource  Guide 
and  a  wide  range  of  other  books  by  and 
about  Third  World  women. 

Powerful  Images  can  be  ordered  by  sen¬ 
ding  $12  to  Rachel  Kamel,  Isis  Interna¬ 
tional,  P.O.  Box  25711,  Philadelphia,  PA 
19144  (215)  848-8756.  The  Spanish  edition’ 
El  Poder  de  la  Imogen  is  available  from  Isis 
International,  Casilla  2067,  Correo  Central, 
Santiago,  Chile. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 
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Crackdown 

Continued  from  page  1 

target,  and  we’re  being  used  as  a  test  case  for 
Michigan’s  obscenity  laws.  We  suspect  that 
the  police  were  hoping  we’d  give  in  more 
easily  than  a  major-league  porn  distributor, 
which  will  then  make  it  easier  for  them  to  go 
after  other  people.” 

Bond  added  that  the  case  represents  a  ma¬ 
jor  threat  to  privacy  rights  in  this  country. 
Bond  said  RICO  gives  the  police  the  power 
to  invade  the  privacy  of  anyone  who  does 
not  “conform  to  community  standards” 
and,  at  the  same  time,  strips  them  of  the 
ability  to  defend  themselves  by  confiscating 
their  assets. 

Continued  on  page  3 
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Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D.  a 


272  Huntington  Avenue  mpj 
Boston,  MA  02115  LML 
near  Symphony  &  Mass  Ave  T 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
for  the  Community 


Phone 

i617) 

266-26 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-486 1 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


NAMES  Project  quilt  panels 

AIDS  quilt,  still  evolving, 
soon  to  tour  nationally 

...Ours  was  a  unique  relationship.  We  had  a  lot  of  obstacles  which  we  overcame  to  make 
our  relationship  grow:  he  was  deaf,  I  was  hearing;  he  was  Black,  I  was  white;  we  were  both 
gay  and  proud... 

1  don  t  have  many  ideas  on  how  he  should  be  memorialized  —  perhaps  a  carving  on  the 
side  of  Stone  Mountain  here  in  Georgia,  lfeel  it ’s  a  shame  that  I  can ’t  convey  to  others  how 
great  a  life  he  lived.  The  memories  are  so  wonderful  yet  they  cause  so  much  pain. 

The  enclosed  panel  is  composed  of  shirts  that  he  wore  —  some  his,  some  mine.  The  hand- 
sign  in  the  middle  is  sign  language  for  “I  LOVE  YOU.  ” 

—  excerpt  from  a  letter  by  Art  Peterson,  Jr.,  sent  to  the  NAMES  Project  along  with  a  quilt 
panel  he  made  in  memory  of  his  lover  Reggie  Hightower  who  died  of  AIDS  on  Feb.  6,  1987 


Mecham 

Continued  from  page  I 

when  he  defended  a  textbook  that  referred 
to  Black  children  as  “pickaninnies.”  He 
also  attempted  to  prosecute  lesbian  and  gay 
employees  of  the  state  government  under  an 
Arizona  anti-cohabitation  law. 

The  recall  effort,  initially  founded  on  ac¬ 
cusations  of  racism  and  homophobia,  also 
gained  support  from  environmentalists, 
retirement  populations.  Republicans  and 
other  constituencies  from  the  diverse  state 
who  became  embarrassed  by  Mecham ’s  of¬ 
fensive  statements  and  policies.  During  the 
recall  campaign  last  fall,  organizer  Buck 
said,  “Mecham’s  only  problem  is  that  he  is 
racist,  sexist,  homophobic  and  idiotic...  he 
can’t  talk  about  issues  without  making  a 
fool  of  himself.” 

By  the  time  the  recall  election  was  con¬ 
firmed  this  winter,  the  recall  committee  had 
gathered  over  387,000  signatures  in  support 
of  the  special  election.  According  to  Buck, 
the  number  of  signatures  is  remarkable  con¬ 
sidering  the  lack  of  organized  gay  politics  in 
Arizona  and  a  Black  community  comprising 
only  three  percent  of  the  state’s  population. 
He  said  the  anti-Mecham  sentiment  ran 
from  “gay  to  gray.” 

Buck  explained  that  when  he  began  cam¬ 
paigning  for  a  recall,  he  focused  on  discuss¬ 
ing  Mecham’s  racism  and  hurtfulness  to  the 
economy,  not  on  allegations  of 
homophobia.  Buck  said,  “A  gay  woman 
friend  told  me  the  beautiful  thing  about  my 
involvement  with  the  Mecham  recall  is  that 
I’m  a  gay  man  making  the  issue,  rather  than 
making  the  issue  gay. 

“I  made  the  recall  happen,”  Buck  con¬ 
tinued.  “People  bought  the  issues,  though 
some  still  haven’t  accepted  my  homosexuali¬ 
ty.  Or  perhaps  they  accept  me  in  spite  of  it.”  ' 

Ed  Morse,  a  recall  volunteer  from 
Phoenix,  said  he  became  involved  after 
Mecham  came  to  office  despite  lifelong 
apathy  about  politics.  “I  knew  Mecham 
tried  to  screw  everybody  for  what  he 
could,”  Morse  said,  “so  I  came  out  of 
retirement  to  help  out.” 

Morse  said  that  Mecham  supporters  are 
still  endorsing  the  impeached  governor  for 
the  May  17  election.  In  Arizona,  when 
voters  go  to  the  polls  for  the  recall  election, 
they  can  vote  for  Mecham  or  any  other  can¬ 
didate  who  has  qualified  for  the  ballot  by 
garnering  at  least  3300  signatures  on  a  peti¬ 
tion.  If  Mecham  is  convicted  in  his  senate 
impeachment  trial,  he  may  still  be  able  to 
run  for  reinstatement  on  May  17.  Scoffed 
Morse,  “Even  if  Mecham’s  convicted  of 
murder,  the  pro-Mechamites  would  say  the 
courts  were  wrong.” 

Morse  said  about  25  candidates  are  cur¬ 
rently  lining  up  to  run  for  governor.  Acting 
governor  Rose  Mofford,  viewed  as  a 
moderate  and  conciliatory  force  in  the  state, 
has  not  yet  announced  her  intentions.  Both 
Morse  and  Buck  said  they  believe  she  would 
make  a  good  governor  who  would  work  to 
unravel  the  controversy-laden  administra¬ 
tion.  Buck  explained  that  the  Mecham 
Recall  committee  could  not  officially  pro¬ 
mote  a  candidate,  but  after  the  committee 
folds  later  this  month  a  new  coalition-style* 
group  may  form  with  endorsement  powers. 

Buck  said,  “One  of  the  things  I’ve  proven 
is  the  need  to  get  people  more  involved  in  the 
political  process.  If  people  don’t  vote,  it 
allows  a  small  portion  of  the  population  to 
make  decisions...  like  the  frightening  suc¬ 
cess  in  Iowa  of  the  religious  theocrat, 
Robertson.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Crackdown 

Continued  from  page  I 

Self-censorship 

The  S/M  media,  used  by  many  for  educa¬ 
tion  and  communication,  as  well  as  erotica, 
is  also  under  attack,  said  Rubin.  Drummer 
magazine,  probably  the  best  known  S/M 
magazine  for  gay  men,  has  softened  its 
visual  depictions  of  sexual  activity,  accor¬ 
ding  to  publisher  Tony  DeBlase.  Several 
bookstores  that  sell  erotica  have  refused  to 
carry  the  magazine,  and  its  hard-core 
counterpart,  Mach.  Drummer  has  seen  its 
circulation  drop  from  60  to  50  thousand  in 
the  last  year,  resulting  in  a  dearth  of  infor¬ 
mation  for  many  gay  men  interested  in  S/M, 
said  DeBlase. 

In  Chicago,  SMads,  a  popular  S/M 
magazine,  closed  down  because  the 
publisher  feared  being  indicted  on  obscenity 
charges.  Many  producers  of  pornography 
have  been  warned  not  to  depict  S/M  by  the 
federal  government  and  local  police  depart¬ 
ments.  Bijou  Sales  in  Chicago,  one  of  the 


nation’s  largest  distributors  of  por¬ 
nography,  has  been  raided  on  several  occa¬ 
sions  by  federal  marshals  looking  for  S/M 
and  other  non-mainstream  porn.  S/M  ac¬ 
tivist  Pat  Califia  added  that  in  New  York’s 
Times  Square,  bondage  videos  have  been 
pulled  from  porn  store  viewing  booths. 

On  Our  Backs,  a  lesbian  S/M  magazine, 
has  given  up  distributing  in  Texas,  Florida, 
Tennessee,  and  Georgia,  where  anti-porn 
authorities  are  especially  tenacious. 
Associate  publisher  Nan  Kinney  said 
“Shadows,”  a  lesbian  leather  video,  is 
refused  by  many  stores.  She  said  the  biggest 
problem  facing  Satale  Video  Company,  run 
by  On  Our  Backs,  is  knowing  what  is  and 
what  is  not  permissible  to  depict  in  a  video. 
She  said  laws  are  vague  and  constantly 
changing,  creating  uncertainty  among  pro¬ 
ducers.  For  example,  she  said,  it  is  taboo  to 
show  penetration  and  bondage  at  the  same 
time,  even  though  one  or  the  other  is  per¬ 
missible.  “We  never  know  what  will  set  off 
the  police.  The  latest  crackdown  just  makes 
us  that  much  more  uncertain,”  said  Kinney. 
She  noted,  however,  that  circulation  of  On 
Our  Backs  has  stayed  relatively  constant  at 
ten  thousand  for  the  last  several  years. 

By  focusing  on  S/M  pornography,  law 
enforcement  officials  are  choosing  the  com¬ 
munity  least  likely  to  defend  itself,  said  ac¬ 
tivists.  According  to  Califia  and  Tucker,  the 
S/M  community  is  shunned  by  the 
mainstream  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
which  has  not  been  supportive  in  the  fight 
against  censorship.  Califia  explained  that 
huge  law  enforcement  budgets  directed  at 
the  purveyors  of  child  pornography,  which 
has  virtually  been  eliminated  in  this  country, 
are  now  directed  at  S/M  pornography  and 
other  “fringe”  sexualities.  “The  gay  com¬ 
munity  is  embarrassed  by  S/M  people.  They 
would  just  as  well  see  us  drop  into  the  sea. 
We  have  been  scapegoated  for  AIDS  by  the 
straight,  feminist  and  gay  press.”  Lack  of 
broad  support  for  S/M  makes  it  easier  for 
the  rightwing  to  attack  S/M  pornography, 
Califia  explained.  DeBlase  said  S/M  por¬ 
nography  is  the  “safest  to  crack  down  on 
because  it  is  the  most  vulnerable.  Even 
vanilla  gays  have  trouble  accepting  S/M. 
They  don’t  understand  it,  just  like  straights 
don’t  understand  gay  sex.”  The  next  target 
of  the  censors  may  be  mainstream,  commer¬ 
cial  pornography,  warned  Califia. 

Despite  the  anti-S/M  crackdown  in  the 
country,  some  S/M  pornographers  claimed 
they  have  not  encountered  problems 
distributing  their  work,  which  continues  to 
depict  explicit  S/M.  T.R.  Witomsky,  who 
specializes  in  “fetish”  porn  —  including 
shaving,  enemas,  bondage  and  water  sports 

—  said  he  ships  pornography  to  thousands 
of  customers.  He  explained  that  police  con¬ 
centrate  on  bookstores  and  video  shops, 
rather  than  mail  order  businesses.  “My 
business  is  small  enough  that  it  is  left  alone, 
at  least  so  far.  I  have  not  had  to  change 
anything,  except,  of  course  practicing  safer 
sex.  There  is  very  little  traditional  sucking 
and  fucking  in  my  work  anyway,  and  the 
violence  could  be  easily  overlooked,”  said 
Witomsky. 

Christopher  Rage,  who  has  been  produc¬ 
ing  and  distributing  soft  S/M  porn  for  15 
years,  told  GCN he  has  not  encountered  any 
problems  recently.  “My  porn  is  entirely  up 
to  the  performers,  I  merely  photograph  the 
scenes.  So  in  that  sense  I  have  not  changed  a 
thing.  More  and  more  performers  are  prac¬ 
ticing  safe  sex,  but  that’s  up  to  them,”  he 
said.  Rage  said  he  believes  there  has  been  a 
gradual  liberalization  of  attitudes  toward 
porn  over  the  years  and  that  the  current 
rightwing  backlash  is  no  different  from  the 
controversy  over  the  movies  Deep  Throat 
and  The  Devil  in  Miss  Jones  in  the  early 
1970’s. 

Pornography  and  AIDS  education 

Although  some  producers  and 
distributors  of  porn  may  have,  at  least  for 
now,  escaped  the  anti-S/M  backlash,  others 
have  not  been  so  fortunate,  activists  said. 
AIDS  educators,  whose  work  depends  upon 
sexually  explicit  imagery  and  descriptions  of 
all  kinds,  have  recently  had  their  work 
undermined  by  censors.  Tucker  pointed  out 
that  important  funding  for  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion,  including  safe  sex  comic  books  pro¬ 
duced  by  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  in  New 
York,  is  banned  by  Congress  for  allegedly 
“promoting  homosexuality.” 

Massachusetts  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis 
also  criticized  explicit  educational  material 

—  particularly  an  “AIDS  Safe  S/M” 
manual  for  gay  men.  Dukakis  called  the 
pamphlet,  produced  by  Boston’s  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  (AAC),  “pornographic” 
and  demanded  that  AAC  return  state  funds 
used  to  pay  for  it.  Tucker  said  the  only  way 
to  deal  with  AIDS  and  the  oppression  of 

Continued  on  page  12 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  NAMES  Pro¬ 
ject  quilt  already  constitutes  the  largest 
community  arts  venture  in  U.S.  history, 
both  in  actual  size  and  in  number  of  par¬ 
ticipants.  This  national  AIDS  memorial 
project  was  conceived,  according  to  founder 
Cleve  Jones,  as  “a  statement  of  hope  and 
remembrance,  a  symbol  of  national  unity 
and  a  promise  of  love.”  Broadly  acclaimed 
as  the  most  moving  part  of  last  October’s 
March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights,  the  quilt  continues  to  expand  in 
magnitude  and  impact. 

Sadly  and  ironically,  as  the  quilt  gains 
momentum  as  an  educational  tool  doc¬ 
umenting  the  devastation  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  the  size  of  the  artwork  grows  ever 
more  quickly. 

Now  measuring  over  100,000  square  feet, 
the  patchwork  quilt  contains  more  than 
3400  panels.  Each  three  by  six  foot  segment, 
uniquely  designed  using  a  panoply  of 
materials,  commemorates  a  person  who  has 
died  of  AIDS.  The  quilt  began  last  year  in 
San  Francisco  inspired  by  the  folk  art  tradi¬ 
tion  of  involving  friends,  co-workers  and 
families  in  the  creation  of  community 
works.  Since  its  modest  inception  when 
Jones  made  a  panel  bearing  the  name  of  his 
best  friend  Marvin  Feldman,  the  emotional 
power  and  influence  of  the  quilt  has  grown 
immeasurably.  It  now  garners  national 
media  attention  and  participation  from  a 
range  of  gay  and  non-gay  people  across  the 
country. 

As  organizers  from  the  national  NAMES 
Project  office  in  San  Francisco  prepare  to 
take  the  quilt  on  a  U.S.  tour,  other 
volunteers  in  cities  around  the  country  are 
mobilizing  local  host  committees.  The 
groups  seek  exhibition  space  for  the  quilt, 


encourage  the  creation  of  more  panels  and 
solicit  funds  for  all  aspects  of  the  project. 
Outreach  committees  further  publicize  the 
quilt  which,  Jones  said,  “illustrates  the 
enormity  of  this  epidemic  by  showing  that 
there  are  names  behind  the  statistics.” 

Scott  Lago,  production  manager  from 
the  San  Francisco  NAMES  Project  office 
added,  “We  want  people  to  be  ‘compas- 
sionized’  by  the  quilt...  it  has  such  visual  im¬ 
pact.  The  quilt  does  the  work,  not  us.” 

The  raw  and  heartwrenching  panels  truly 
capture  and  affirm  diversity,  as  patchwork 
materials  ranging  from  taffeta  to 
Naugahyde  to  silk  express  varied  tributes  to 
loved  ones.  The  quilt  also  runs  the  gamut 
from  serious  to  slapdash.  Panel  artists  have 
sewn  in  fishnet  stockings,  seashells,  a  chef’s 
hat,  cremation  ashes.  “Sometimes  I  say  I’ve 
seen  it  all,”  Lago  said,  “then  the  next  day  I 
get  a  clear  plastic  sheet  stapled  with  Ziploc 
bags  filled  with  all  these  momentos.” 

Viewed  as  a  whole,  the  quilt  is  a  grand 
testament  that  conveys  the  haunting,  tangi¬ 
ble  impact  of  the  death  toll  wrought  by 
AIDS.  Though  organizers  describe  the  pro¬ 
ject  as  non-political,  the  work  certainly  stirs 
awareness  and  the  potential  for  action.  Ex¬ 
plained  Mel  Reicher  from  the  quilt  commit¬ 
tee  of  NAMES  Project/New  England,  '•‘For 
people  not  personally  touched  by  someone’s 
death,  we  want  to  make  them  concerned  — 
let  them  know  what’s  going  on  with  AIDS. 
Anyone  can  get  involved.  A  panel  can  be  as 
personal,  as  dramatic  or  as  kinky  as  you’d 
like  it  to  be. 

“It’s  hands-on  work,”  Reicher  con¬ 
tinued.  “From  the  heart.  It’s  very  easy  to  get 
wrapped  up  in  the  quilt,  even  for  people  not 
involved  in  political  work  before.  I’d  never 
Continued  on  page  10 


Quilt  on  display  on  the  Mall  at  Oct.  12  March  on  Washington 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Most  lowans  left  of  right 

Dear  GCN: 

To  combat  the  prevalent  Eastern  pre¬ 
disposition  to  hold  Iowa  in  the  deepest  dis¬ 
dain,  I  must  address  the  “quote  of  the 
week”  from  the  January  17  issue  of  GCN. 
The  Campus  Review  is  put  out  by  a  bunch  of 
boys  who  detest  being  in  the  minority  as 
conservatives  in  Iowa.  They  relish  any  op¬ 
portunity  to  annoy  ANYONE  left  of  right 
(that  is,  most  lowans)  with  their  petty  jabs 
and  analyses.  Fortunately,  they  comprise  a 
fringe  element,  though  they  are  the  sons  of 
rich  straight  whites.  Most  Iowa  Citians  pick 
up  the  Campus  Review  for  one  of  the 
following  purposes: 
for  a  good  laugh 
to  line  their  ferret  cages 
Campus  Review  does  not  reflect  anything 
even  close  to  a  majority  opinion.  GCN 
granted  the  Review  far  too  much  credit  by 
deeming  it  quotable. 

_  Susana  Darwin 

Somerville,  MA 


Return  the  surplus  to  local 
committees 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  the  following  letter 
to  the  coordinating  committee  of  the  Oc¬ 
tober  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights. 

Dear  National  March  on  Washington  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee, 

The  October  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  was  an  enormous 
success.  Local  organizing  efforts  brought 
over  650,000  people  from  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try.  We  are  excited  that  in  some  cases  these 
local  organizing  efforts  have  grown  into 
ongoing  gay/lesbian  activist  groups  that 
promise  to  keep  gay/lesbian  liberation  as 
part  of  our  future. 

In  organizing  for  the  march,  some  local 
organizations  were  left  with  debts  to  people, 
small  foundations  who  fronted  money,  and 
small  progressive  businesses  who  contracted 
for  services  often  at  reduced  rates. 

Boston  has  an  outstanding  debt  of  $4200. 
$500  is  owed  to  individuals,  $500  to  GCN  for 
rent  for  March  office  space,  and  $500  to 
Haymarket  People’s  Fund.  In  addition  to  giv¬ 
ing  the  local  march  a  start-up  grant, 
Haymarket  loaned  us  the  money  for  the  very 
successful  public  transit  ad  campaign.  This 
“T”  ad  campaign  kicked  off  the  march 
organizing  and  put  the  march  in  the  public  eye. 

We  are  asking  one  more  time  for  you  to 
return  the  money  collected  on  October  11th 
to  the  communities  from  which  it  came,  and 
specifically  to  the  local  organizing  commit¬ 
tees  that  incurred  a  debt  getting  people  to 
D.C.  As  activists  in  Boston  we  are  committed 
to  repaying  our  debts  to  people  who  believed 
in  the  march.  We  believe  that  it  is  your 
responsibility  to  work  with  us  to  fulfill  that 
commitment  by  returning  $4200  to  the 
Boston  March  Committee. 

People  who  were  in  Washington  on  Oc¬ 
tober  1 1th  and  donated  money  to  the  march 
did  so  to  ensure  the  success  of  the  march  and 
specifically  to  pay  off  march  debts.  The 
money  came  from  all  over  the  country. 
Because  of  the  outpouring  of  support,  the 
national  march  collected  enough  money  to 
pay  off  its  debts  and  leave  a  huge  surplus. 
Our  success  was  your  success,  as  our  debt  is 
your  debt.  Your  decision  to  not  use  any  of 
the  money  collected  that  djy  to  pay  off  local 
debts  separates  you  from  fire  very  communi¬ 
ty  and  organizers  that  ensured  the  march’s 
success. 

As  foundations  and  groups  in  the  Boston 
area  experienced  in  fundraising,  we  want  to 
stress  the  fact  that  your  actions  have  put  the 
local  committees  in  an  impossible  position. 
It  is  always  hard  to  fundraise  after  an  event 
to  pay  off  debts.  With  everyone  know  ing  the 
national  march  has  a  $60,000-plus  surplus, 
why  would  anyone  send  a  donation  to  pay 


off  a  local  debt?  They  would  naturally 
assume  the  national  march  would  kick  in  for 
the  local  debts. 

We  also  feel  there  is  another  reason 
you  should  return  some  of  the  money  to  the 
locals.  We  know  that  in  New  England  (and 
we  assume  this  happened  elsewhere  as 
well),  the  national  march  committee  did 
their  own  fundraising,  in  competition  with 
the  local  march  organizers.  There  were  a 
number  of  instances  when  the  local  march 
committee  went  to  groups  and  individuals 
for  financial  support  for  the  march,  only  to 
be  told  they  had  already  given  to  the  na¬ 
tional.  A  number  of  donors  were  unaware 
there  was  a  difference. 

As  donors  in  New  England  learn  about 
the  national  march  committee’s  unrespon¬ 
siveness  to  local  organizing  efforts  and 
debts,  these  donors  will  not  likely  be  open  to 
further  supporting  your  work  in  the  future. 
The  refusal  of  the  national  march  commit¬ 
tee  to  help  local  groups  pay  off  their  debts  is 
alienating  to  local  and  national  foundations 
such  as  Resist  and  Haymarket  People’s 
Fund.  And  the  national  march  committee’s 
refusal  to  return  money  to  the  Boston  com¬ 
munity  will  translate  into  a  loss  for  founda¬ 
tions  in  this  area... specifically  Haymarket 
People’s  Fund. 

We  want  to  make  it  clear  that  after  repay¬ 
ment  of  march  debts,  we  feel  the  highest 
priority  for  funding  should  be  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Gays  and  Lesbians,  and 
the  Latino  Lesbian  and  Gay  Activist  Coali¬ 
tion. 

For  peace  and  justice, 

Judy  Andler,  Boston  Gay/Lesbian  March  on 
Washington  Committee 
Angela  Bowen,  National  Coalition  of  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays 
Melani  McAlister,  Boston  Mobilization  for  Sur¬ 
vival 

Nancy  Moniz,  Tatiana  Schreiber,  Louis  Kampf, 
Nancy  Wechsler,  Resist  Foundation 
Hillary  Smith,  Haymarket  People’s  Fund 
John  Roberts,  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts 


To  pay  (April  15)  or  not  to 
pay... 

Dear  GCN: 

It’s  that  time  of  year  again.  W-2  forms  are 
arriving  in  the  mail,  television  commercials 
for  “H  and  R  Block”  abound  and  that  April 
15  deadline  for  Federal  and  State  Income 
Taxes  looms  closer  and  closer. 

Yet  as  gay  and  lesbian  people  we  don’t  en¬ 
joy  the  same  basic  civil  rights  as  our  non-gay 
brothers  and  sisters.  We  don’t  have  pro¬ 
tected  housing,  protected  employment,  and 
in  this  day  of  AIDS  we  do  have  to  worry 
about  our  insurance  policies  —  getting  them 
and  keeping  them!  Those  of  us  in  on-going 
relationships  don’t  have  the  opportunity  to 
file  joint  returns.  Are  we  going  to  pay 
our  income  taxes  this  year? 

1987  brought  some  600,000  men  and 
women  to  Washington  to  protest  for  gay 
and  lesbian  civil  rights.  The  turnout  was  in¬ 
spirational.  1987  also  brought  with  it  some 
50,000  cases  of  AIDS,  half  of  whom  have 
already  died.  The  State  of  Massachusetts 
allowed  H.5469  (the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil 
Rights  Bill)  to  die  in  its  third  reading  in  com¬ 
mittee.  The  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
Connecticut  has  outlawed  Dignity  Hart¬ 
ford,  the  15th  Diocese  in  the  nation  to  do  so. 
Gay  and  lesbian  bashings  are  on  the  rise  and 
AIDSphobia  rears  its  ugly  head  even  higher. 
The  major  presidential  candidates  aren’t 
talking  to  us  (with  the  exception  of  Jackson) 
and  our  own  Governor  Dukakis  continues 
to  lie  to  us.  These  are  difficult  times  for  gay 
and  lesbian  people.  And  perhaps  these  times 
mandate  action. 

Perhaps  it’s  time  we  question  whether  or 
not  we  are  going  to  pay  our  state  and  federal 
income  taxes.  Perhaps  it’s  time  we  look  at 
the  fact  that  as  gay  and  lesbian  taxpayers  we 
don’t  receive  the  same  basic  civil  rights  as 
our  heterosexual  counterparts.  Perhaps  it’s 
time  to  say  "no”  with  our  checkbooks.  27,000 
AIDS-related  deaths  have  not  caught  the  at¬ 
tention  of  our  elected  officials  or  our 
Supreme  Court.  600,000  in  Washington  did 
not  prompt  presidential  candidates  (except 
Jackson)  to  include  us  in  their  platform.  The 
violence  continues,  the  civil  rights  bills  do 
not  pass  and  the  AIDS  virus  is  yet  to  receive 
the  governmental  concern  it  demands. 
Perhaps  it’s  time  for  each  of  us  to  decide 
whether  we  can  pay  our  state  and  federal 
taxes  in  good  consciousness.  Perhaps  it’s 
time  to  realize  the  power  of  our  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  dollars. 

Sincerely, 

_  Patrick  J .  Grace 

i  _  Provincetown,  MA 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


A  boat 
with  a  sail 

By  Richard  Tremblay 

Back  in  November  1986,  Nathaniel 
Barnes  —  a  black,  gay  inmate  in  the  state 
prison  in  Odenville,  Alabama  —  sent  out  a 
simple  request  to  the  outside  world:  a 
Christmas  box  for  himself  and  his  lover, 
also  incarcerated  at  Odenville.  We  at  the 
Boston  chapter  of  Black  &  White  Men 
Together  (BWMT,  which  has  since  changed 
its  name  to  MACT,  Men  of  All  Colors 
Together/Boston)  received  Nathaniel’s  let¬ 
ter  just  a  few  days  before  our  December 
Yuletide  Party.  Our  newsletter  editor  read 
the  letter  aloud  and  the  hat  was  passed,  net¬ 
ting  enough  cash  for  ten  pounds  of  bath 
towels,  socks,  soap,  and  toothpaste.  Some 
members  voiced  doubts  about  “getting  in¬ 
volved”  with  prisoners,  but  contributed 
nevertheless.  On  Christmas  Day,  Nathaniel 


sent  a  thank-you  note.  “It  brought  tears  to 
our  eyes,”  he  wrote,  “because  we  had  felt 
we  had  no  friends  in  the  world.” 

Like  most  outsiders,  we  at  BWMT  had 
always  assumed  that  prisoners  were  “fur¬ 
nished”  personal  care  items  like  soap, 
toothpaste,  etc.  The  very  idea  of  a  human 
being  needing  to  sell  sexual  favors  for  such 
simple  staples  was  totally  bizarre  to  us.  And, 
while  some  lesbian  and  gay  people  can  tes¬ 
tify  to  the  pain  of  rejection  by  one’s  family 
because  of  sexual  orientation,  rejection  is 
more  likely  when  one  of  us  must  go  to  jail. 
We  began  to  acknowledge  then,  that  the 
strength  gay  prisoners  maintain  under  those 
conditions  should  serve  as  an  inspiration  for 
all  of  us. 

In  his  letter  to  GCN  on  Black  History 
Month  last  year,  Nathaniel  wrote,  “I  have  a 
dream,  much  like  Dr.  King’s  dream.  My 
dream  is:  all  gay  men,  whether  red,  black, 
yellow  or  white,  will  join  hands  and  fight  for 
the  rights  of  all  gay  men,  whether  in  prison 
or  out.”  Encouraged  by  this  spirit,  Black  & 
White  Men  Together/Boston  printed  the  en¬ 
tire  letter,  and  individual  members  began 
corresponding  with  gay  prisoners,  black  and 
white.  Then,  on  February  1,  1987,  Nathan¬ 
iel  Barnes  was  transferred  to  another  prison 
in  Bessemer,  Alabama. 

Within  a  short  time,  Nathaniel  had 
organized  a  BWMT  chapter,  26  men  strong. 
The  group  unfortunately  did  not  receive  of¬ 
ficial  sanction  from  the  warden,  and  func¬ 
tioned  in  a  loose  and  innovative  way.  When 
the  new  BWMT  asked  for  a  copy  of  our  by¬ 
laws,  we  had  to  blush,  since  we’d  gotten  by 
for  seven  years  without  any;  but  we  were  im¬ 
pressed  (and  a  little  flattered).  The  aim  of 
the  fledgling  group  was  “to  end  people  from 
loving  undercover  because  they’re  not  the 
same  color,  and  to  bring  brotherly  love  to  all 
people,  both  gay  and  non-gay.”  Some  in  the 
Boston  chapter  raised  thirty  dollars  as  a 
“start-up”  fund,  and  the  new  brothers  were 
directed  toward  the  National  Association  of 
BWMT  to  determine  possibilities  of  official 
affiliation  for  the  local  chapter.  Meanwhile, 
plans  were  hatched  in  Alabama  to  build 
model  boats  as  a  means  of  ongoing  fund¬ 
raising  to  meet  expenses.  Occasionally, 
anonymous  donors  reportedly  sent  money 
to  help.  Eventually,  the  gay  prisoners  were 
moved  to  another  place  in  Bessemer,  and 
BWMT/West  Jefferson  was  born. 

All  did  not  go  too  smoothly  at  first,  in  the 
new  location.  When  BWMT/Boston  sent 
photos  of  our  annual  Valentine’s  Day  Par¬ 
ty,  the  entire  file  was  returned  to  us.  We  had 
to  write  to  the  Alabama  State  Penal  Com¬ 
missioner  and  enclose  our  mailing  to  prove 
that  no  contraband  (pornography  or 
weapons,  for  example)  was  included.  The 
commissioner  finally  saw  to  it  that  no 
mailroom  “accidents”  prevented  the  pic¬ 
tures  from  getting  to  our  brothers  at  West 
Jefferson  —  not  without  arousing  the 
warden’s  ire,  naturally. 

When  GCN  found  itself  banned  from  cer¬ 


tain  prisons  because  of  its  pro-prisoner  at¬ 
titude,  BWMT/West  Jefferson  came  under 
fire.  A  care  package  from  Boston  was  re¬ 
turned  undelivered,  and  the  brothers  inside 
were  forced  to  meet  in  a  cell.  The  word  was, 
“Wait  till  the  heat  dies  down.”  To  help  keep 
spirits  up,  we  donated  a  copy  of  Joseph 
Beam’s  In  the  Life  (which  we  had  to  send 
through  a  bookstore;  Glad  Day  obliged  us), 
which  proved  to  be  so  popular  among  the 
prisoners  that  selections  from  other  works, 
like  Mike  Smith’s  Black  Men/White  Men , 
were  photocopied  and  sent  piecemeal. 

Back  on  the  homefront,  opinions  were 
divided  in  the  local  chapter  as  to  what  extent 
BWMT  should  deal  with  the  “prisoner 
issue.”  While  some  felt  that  our  involve¬ 
ment  might  spread  us  “too  thin,”  others  ex¬ 
pressed  fear  of  being  exploited  by  experienc¬ 
ed  criminals,  and  still  others  pressed  to  step 
up  our  involvement.  Some  even  felt  that  the 
mere  discussion  of  the  issue  could  be 
divisive. 

A  consensus  developed  that  those  in¬ 
dividuals  who  believed  in  this  type  of  ac¬ 
tivism  would  pursue  it  independently,  while 
enlisting  help  from  interested  members. 
When  financial  contributions  were  called 
for,  we  would  “pass  the  hat”  rather  than 
tap  our  meager  treasury.  And  as  time  pass¬ 
ed,  opinions  could  change,  couldn’t  they? 
No  one  could  argue  with  the  sincerity  or  the 
courage  of  our  new-found  brothers.  For 
every  dime  we  sent,  receipts  were  returned, 
unsolicited.  And  a  steady  stream  of  letters 
from  West  Jefferson,  sometimes  including 
photos,  kept  us  attentive,  whether  it  was  to 
cry  or  to  laugh  with  our  friends. 

By  April,  1987,  the  issue  of  AIDS  in 
prison  began  to  evolve.  When  one  of  the 
West  Jefferson  brothers  came  down  with 
the  disease,  the  other  members  rallied 
around  in  support.  Speaking  as  one  who  has 
been  living  with  AIDS  since  July,  I  cannot 
overestimate  how  much  it  meant  to  me  to 
have  the  support  of  my  brothers  in 
BWMT/MACT  both  in  and  out  of  prison 
while  I  was  laid  up  with  pneumocystis 
pneumonia  during  those  dog  days  of 
August  1987.  My  wall  is  decked  with  cards, 
letters,  and  pictures  from  those  evil  days, 
and  my  support  system  included  rides, 
flowers,  candy,  magazines  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion,  and  lots  of  hugs  from  gay  and  lesbian 
brothers  and  sisters.  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee  (AAC)  added  to  these  efforts  in 
countless  ways.  But  suppose  I  had  been  in 
prison.  I  would  either  be  isolated  23-24 
hours  a  day,  with  few  privileges,  or  subject 
to  attack  from  AIDS-phobic  prisoners  and 
guards,  with  inadequate  nutrition  and  no 
AZT.  No  rides  in  the  country,  holistic 
therapies,  AAC  benefits,  or  hugs  even!  So, 
as  bad  off  as  I  thought  I  was,  things  would 
have  been  a  lot  worse  behind  bars.  Chris 
Bull’s  excellent  article  in  GCN  (Vol.  15,  # 
27)  echoes  many  of  the  complaints  of 
prisoners  with  AIDS,  ARC,  and  HIV¬ 
positive  status  I  have  read  from  time  to  time 
in  my  mail. 

A  change  of  wardens  at  West  Jefferson 
last  Spring  brought  with  it  more  trouble  for 
Nathaniel.  He  found  himself  having  to  de¬ 
fend  in  court  his  right  to  receive  GCN,  and 
trying  to  keep  peace  among  the  gay 
prisoners  unhappy  with  the  new  administra¬ 
tion’s  policies.  Meanwhile,  BWMT/Bos- 
ton’s  newsletter  was  allowed  to  continue 
reaching  prisoners,  “as  long  as  it  stays 
clean,”  the  warden  warned.  (Apparently,  it 
did.) 

By  June,  Nathaniel  was  asked  by  the  ad¬ 
ministration  to  coordinate  prisoners’ 
response  to  AIDS,  a  task  he  initially  did  not 
welcome.  Nevertheless,  he  threw  himself  in¬ 
to  it,  and  began  by  asking  BWMT/Boston 
for  educational  brochures.  When  I  surveyed 
the  vast  array  of  literature  AAC  had  to  of¬ 
fer,  I  found  very  little  of  value  to  prisoners. 
Neither  condoms  nor  clean  needles  are  in 
“ample”  supply  behind  prison  walls,  and 
“explicit”  language  might  set  off  the  cen¬ 
sors.  I  sent  what  I  thought  would  pass 
muster,  and  it  did.  Reviewing  the  Federal 
Prison  System’s  current  brochure  was  an 
educational  experience  in  itself!  Safer  sex  is 
not  mentioned,  and  prisoners  are  led  to 
believe  that  high-risk  groups,  not  high-risk 
behavior,  cause  AIDS.  Nathaniel  had  his 
work  cut  out  for  him! 

By  September,  letters  from  West  Jeffer¬ 
son  indicated  that  an  AIDS  ward  had  been 
created  at  the  prison;  more  and  more 
prisoners  were  getting  sick.  Nathaniel  went 
on  a  hunger  strike  for  15  days,  protesting  the 
treatment  of  AIDS  inmates,  then  initiated  a 
program  to  help  ease  the  isolation  of  the 
ward’s  patients.  Prisoners  would  construct 
model  boats  and  other  items,  which 


MACT/BWMT-Boston  members  and  their 
friends  could  buy  for  SI 5  and  up.  The 
money  was  to  be  used  to  buy  radios  from  the 
prison  store,  at  S20  per  radio,  for  prisoners 
with  AIDS.  (Outsiders  are  not  allowed  to 
send  radios  inside  to  prisoners.)  By 
December,  MACT/Boston  and  friends  had 
contributed  $120  and  bought  several  boats. 
We  remembered  Nathaniel’s  remark  in  a  let¬ 
ter  that  a  gay  person  in  prison  without  the 
support  of  gay  people  on  the  outside  is  “like 
a  boat  without  a  sail.*’ 

Meanwhile,  the  PWA  population  in  the 
prison  continued  to  grow,  and  several  men 
had  attempted  suicide,  which  landed  them 
in  maximum  security. 

On  October  5,  Nathaniel  was  denied 
parole,  ironically  because  of  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  helping  gay  prisoners  and  prisoners 
with  AIDS  and  ARC.  He  wrote  to  me, 
“Boy,  the  March  on  Washington  couldn’t 
have  come  at  a  badder  time.  They  asked  me 
if  I  was  out,  would  I  take  part  in  the  march? 

I  said  yes.”  The  warden  did  allow  him  to 
work  outside  the  prison,  however,  where 
Nathaniel  found  prejudicial  attitudes 
toward  gay  people  puzzling. 

By  year’s  end,  the  prison  administration 
began  considering  selected  AIDS  patients 
for  AZT;  Nathaniel  wrote  for  information. 
It  was  then  that  I  realized  how  scarce  infor¬ 
mation  on  AZT  really  is,  even  in  the  “free 
world”!  As  I  mail  the  brochure  now,  I 
wonder  what  will  happen  next. 

So,  the  partnership  that  formed  in  late 
1986  has  taken  us  through  many  twists  and 
turns.  Although  AIDS  has  brought  us  closer 
together,  the  problems  of  prisoners  with 
AIDS  and  related  conditions  differ  greatly 
from  the  problems  of  their  free-world 
counterparts.  If  prisoners  themselves  are  to 
be  AIDS  educators  for  their  peers,  they  are 
going  to  need  lots  of  help  from  friends  on 
the  outside.  This  has  been  the  story  of  what 
one  group  of  people  has  done  to  try  to  help. 
Are  there  other  stories  out  there  that  you 
wish  to  share? 

Richard  F.  Tremblay  is  a  person  with  AIDS 
and  a  member  of  Men  of  AH  Colors 
Together/Boston  who  lives  in  Chinatown 
with  his  lover,  Dwight. 

Motherhood, 

lesbian-style 

By  Connie  Chan 

The  following  piece  grew  out  of  a  speech 
the  author  delivered  at  the  Children  in  Our 
Lives  Conference  in  Boston,  January  30, 
1988.  See  page  three  for  conference  cov¬ 
erage. 

I,  along  with  my  partner,  am  the  mother 
of  a  fifteen-month-old  and  eight-month- 
old.  One  kid  emerged  from  my  body  and 
one  from  my  partner’s  —  both  are  our 
children  now.  For  better  or  worse.  And  I 
mean  better  or  worse. 

Becoming  a  mother  has  changed  every¬ 
thing  so  much  that  I  am  tempted  to  think  of 
my  life  as  BM  and  AM  (before  motherhood 
and  after  motherhood).  I  used  to  consider 
“coming  out”  as  the  way  to  delineate  my 
life  before  and  after,  but  coming  out  pales  in 
comparison  when  I  think  of  the  changes  that 
motherhood  demands. 

I  can  easily  make  lists  of  what  belongs  in 
each  category.  BM:  independence,  running, 
sleeping  late  on  weekends,  planning  trips  to 
visit  friends,  traveling,  eating  out,  cuddling 
in  bed,  reading,  writing,  biking.  AM:  inter¬ 
rupted  sleep  most  nights,  rising  at  6:30,  no 
control  of  my  schedule,  total  dependence 
upon  two  babies  and  their  other  mom, 
visiting  friends  at  the  Children’s  Museum, 
days  filled  with  feeding,  diaper  changes, 
naptimes,  and  bedtimes,  trying  to  find  a  mo¬ 
ment  to  go  to  the  bathroom. 

Now  how  is  any  of  the  above  different  for 
me  as  a  lesbian  mother?  Don’t  all  mothers 
report  these  frustrations?  Yes,  and  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  much  you  try  to  imagine  it,  life  with 
baby  is  like  being  with  a  new  person.  But 
surprise,  the  new  person  is  not  the  baby,  but 
you. 

For  me,  being  a  lesbian  mother  meant 
having  to  deal  with  our  families  in  new  and 
sometimes  not  so  pleasant  ways.  It  was  one 
thing  to  have  my  parents  know  their 
daughter  was  in  a  relationship  with  a 
woman;  it  was  altogether  another  thing  to 
have  her  be  pregnant  and  raising  children. 
My  family  did  not  take  it  well,  and  rather 


than  being  supportive  in  an  exciting  but  dif¬ 
ficult  time  in  my  life,  they  withdrew  and 
were  even  more  unaccepting.  To  them,  and 
to  many  people,  having  a  child  “out  of 
wedlock”  was  worse  than  being  a  lesbian, 
because  at  least  you  could  do  that  without 
the  whole  world  knowing.  So  we  as  a  lesbian 
couple  once  again  had  to  deal  without  much 
of  the  family  and  community  support 
couples  (and  new  mothers)  usually  get. 

Daily  I  am  faced  with  the 
alternative  of  lying  or  coming 
out  to  a  stranger  with  a  kid 
in  a  shopping  cart. 

My  partner’s  family  was  far  more  suppor¬ 
tive  and  interested  —  sometimes  too  much 
for  my  preference.  Where  we  had  had 
limited  contact  with  her  family  as  a  couple, 
once  our  son  was  born  we  received  many 
more  visits  and  calls.  So  here  we  were  —  one 
family  who  wouldn’t  call  or  visit,  and  one 
family  who  visited  too  much.  Motherhood 
all  of  a  sudden  connects  you  to  your  family 
again,  and  the  results  can  be  mixed. 

Another  unexpected  consequence  of  be¬ 
ing  a  lesbian  mother  is  the  constant  public 
assumption  that  you  are  straight  —  straight 
and  married.  Having  children  has  brought 
me  into  contact  with  many  people  I  other¬ 
wise  would  never  have  met.  Almost  on  a  dai¬ 
ly  basis,  whether  at  the  playground,  at 
work,  at  a  party,  on  the  subway, 
everywhere,  people  are  attracted  to 
children. 

And  then  the  questions  begin:  “Is  her 
father  large?  Is  your  husband  white?  [Each 
of  our  children  is  interracial.]  What  does  he 
do?  Does  he  help  you  with  the  kids?...” 
Daily  I  am  faced  with  the  alternative  of  lying 
and  just  mumbling  “Yes,  he’s  6’5,”  or  com¬ 
ing  out  to  a  stranger  with  a  kid  in  a  shopping 
cart:  “Well,  no,  actually,  I’m  a  lesbian 
mother  and  1  got  pregnant  through  alter¬ 
native  fertilization  (my  new  term  to  replace 
the  old  and  outdated  “artificial  insemina¬ 
tion”),  and  we  don’t  know  or  care  how  large 
the  donor  is .  ”  What  do  I  do?  A  little  of  both 
depending  on  the  situation  and  how  much 
energy  I  have  that  day.  I  also  feel  a  little  in¬ 
visible  to  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  look  the 
other  way  when  they  see  a  woman  with  two 
kids.  A  lot  of  assumptions  must  be  challeng¬ 
ed,  and  not  just  among  straight  people. 
Start  thinking  of  us  as  parents,  families  and 
kids,  and  you’ll  be  more  accurate  in  describ¬ 
ing  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

At  the  conference,  I  said  that  being  a 
mother  has  been  both  the  best  and  worst  ex¬ 
perience  of  my  life  and  it’s  true.  Our  kids  are 
wonderful  and  1  am  filled  with  love  and  not 
a  little  wonder  when  I  see  them.  But  I  miss 
my  old,  independent  self  too.  At  this  point  I 
can’t  wait  until  the  kids  get  more  indepen¬ 
dent  themselves,  but  people  tell  me  that’s  also  a 
mixed  blessing,  as  is  lesbian  motherhood. 

A  mother  and  a  partner,  Connie  Chan  is 
trying  to  retain  her  identity  as  an  individual. 


GCN  Job  Opening 

Art  Director  (available  April  4  or  earlier):  Main¬ 
tain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on  production 
night.  Design  centerspreads  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artists),  weekly  display  advertis¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  promotional  materials,  pamphlets, 
etc.  Qualifications:  Stong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production  and 
printing  techniques,  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred,  but  training  is  available. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay / 
lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay  S200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine  health 
'  care  through  Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  of¬ 
fers  staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  this  position,  please  send  resume 
and  cover  letter  ASAP  to  GCN  job  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  M A  021 16 
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Friction  between  the 
factions 


Activist  strategies  clash  amid  the  pain  of  loss  and  grief 


By  Marea  Murray 

I’ve  decided  not  to  go  to  my  family’s,  near 
Washington,  D.C.,  for  Christmas.  Last 
year  was  a  nightmare  and  1  returned  to 
find  my  apartment  robbed.  Thus,  the  only 
difficult  part  of  this  decision  is  that  it  is 
vigorously  protested  by  my  mother.  Jim, 
who,  like  me,  is  a  buddy 
to  people  with  AIDS,  in¬ 
vites  me  to  join  him  and 
his  lover  Michael  and 
“gay  family’’  for 
Christmas  dinner.  In¬ 
creasingly  the  Boston 
AIDS  Action  Committee 
is  like  family  to  me, 
especially  the  Support 
Services  team  or  group 
of  volunteer  buddies  to 
PWAs  (we’ve  stopped 
calling  ourselves  the 
“hospice  group’’ 
because  we  want  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  living  part  of 
having  AIDS.  There  are  about  ten  of  us  for 
the  holiday.  exchange  gifts  and  I  am 
touched  by  Jim’s  gay-ly  colored  and  hand- 
sewn  napkins.  It’s  cold  and  crisp  when  Paul- 
David  and  I  say  goodnight. 

■ 

Peter,  from  the  Committee  calls  me  about 
Charlie,  a  gay  man  with  AIDS  who  is  asking 
for  a  buddy  during  the  day.  In  school  and 
working,  I’m  only  free  one  afternoon  a 
week  and  besides... what  did  he  say  about  a 
woman?  Peter  says  he  was  pleased,  had  said 
“Oh  good,  we  can  talk  about  pretty  things, 
like  flowers,  not  just  this.”  I  know  little 
about  flowers  but  keep  my  smile  to  myself. 

Charlie  has  Kaposi’s  sarcoma  (KS)  and 
has  had  a  lot  of  radiation  for  the  lesions  on 
his  face,  so  I  must  be  prepared.  Finding  the 
back  door  in  the  South  End,  I  knock.  It 
opens  slowly.  A  man  with  glasses  and 
discolored  skin  faces  me.  He’s  not  as 
disfigured  as  I’d  anticipated  and  I  pur¬ 
posefully  look  back  as  neutrally  as  I  can. 
The  first  impression  is  crucial. 

We  talk  for  two  hours.  He  tells  me  how  he 
was  treated  in  the  military  when  he  fell  ill; 
how  they  hospitalized  him  for  six  weeks  for 
“observation”  until  he  got  some  help  from 
a  Congressman  so  he  could  be  with  Thom, 
his  lover;  how  they  tried  “every  which  way” 
to  get  him  to  “admit  to  homosexuality”  so 
they  could  discharge  him  without  medical 
benefits.  We  talk  about  the  soaps,  how 
bored  he  is,  his  dream  to  go  on  60  Minutes 
before  it’s  too  late  to  tell  his  story.  His 
outrage  is  tempered.  He  tells  me  things  in  a 
calm,  quiet  voice,  almost  gently. 

Matter-of-factly,  I  ask  about  his  radia¬ 
tion.  When  I  ask  if  he  gets  out  I’m  astonish¬ 
ed  because,  unlike  some  of  the  other  men 
with  Kaposi’s,  he  and  his  roommates  go  out 
often  to  dine  and  choose  different 
restaurants  to  try.  He  is  brave,  even  fearless 
in  this,  rather  than  withdrawn  because  of 
the  loss  of  his  body  in  such  an  apparent  way. 
Charlie’s  family  of  friends  is  remarkable 
because  they  will  not  only  be  seen  with  him 
but  carry  on  as  normally  as  possible.  It’s 
said  one  discovers  who  one’s  friends  are  in 
times  of  illness,  and  indeed  Charlie’s  friends 
stand  by  him  resolutely. 

His  lover,  Thom,  knows  Gail,  who  works 
at  the  Committee  offices,  Jason  and  Bob, 
the  other  roommates,  are  a  couple.  From 
them,  I  glean  a  bit  about  Charlie  “before.” 
I  don’t  recognize  the  hunky  man  in  a  photo 
Thom  shows  me  one  day.  The  pain  in  his 
eyes  mirrors  my  surprise  when  he  tells  me 
it’s  Charlie,  a  year  ago. 

One  afternoon  Charlie  tells  me  about  the 
day  he  and  Thom  were  going  to  the  hospital 
and  a  woman  was  blocking  the  driveway  in 
her  car.  The  cab  couldn’t  come  down  the 
alleyway  to  pick  him  up.  Very  weak,  he  was 
also  incensed. 

“  ‘Oh,  it’s  probably  just  another  faggot 
with  AIDS.’  That’s  what  she  said  to  me, 
fucking  bitch.”  There  are  tears  in  his  eyes 
and  fear  crosses  his  ravaged  face. 

“You  know  what  scares  me  the  most?”  he 
asks,  turning  toward  me,  “that  I’ll  need  an 
ambulance  someday  and  it  won’t  be  able  to 
get  through.” 

■ 

1  meet  Tim  on  a  blind  date  —  not  what 
you  think.  He  wasn’t  wild  about  Paul-David 
and  I  wasn’t  wild  about  P-D’s  friend.  But 
Tim  and  1  enjoy  each  other.  We  laugh  when 
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waitresses  give  him  the  eye  and  discuss 
whether  to  cut  tips  when  he  is  given  the 
check.  It’s  very  odd  after  all  this  time  to  be 
taken  for  a  couple,  but  we  play  it  for  all  it’s 
worth  and  hit  all  the  gayest  night  spots. 

■ 

Charlie  has  been  hospitalized.  I  walk  over 
to  MGH  and  go  to  the  floor  Thom  has  told 
me  is  so  welcoming  to  his  lover.  I  tell  the 
nurse  on  duty  who  I’m  there  to  see.  She 
looks  shocked  but  says  nothing  (I  imagine 
it’s  because  I’m  an  obvious  lesbian)  and  tells 
me  his  room  number. 

I’m  completely  unprepared. 

Charlie  is  seated  in  a  wheelchair,  his  head 
face  down  on  the  tray,  food  and  liquid 
strewn  all  over  the  floor  and  nearby  counter. 
He  appears  to  be  unconscious.  His  feet  and 
hands  are  swollen  far  beyond  normal  size. 
Horrified,  I  say  his  name  softly.  He  doesn’t 
stir.  I  leave*  walking  briskly,  shaken  and 
somehow  embarrassed  for  him,  in  his 
vulnerability,  and  for  myself  for  not  being 
ready.  As  if  I  could  have  been. 

Later  I’m  told  he’d  “lost  it”  —  must’ve 
just  before  I  got  there.  The  doctors  fear  it’s 
due  to  CNS  (Central  Nervous  System) 
damage  or  lesions  on  his  brain.  If  so,  the  end 
is  probably  near. 

He  dies  shortly  after.  I  arrive  while  he  is  in 
ICU.  Thom  comes  out  with  the  news.  I  meet 
Bruce  and  Steve,  close  friends  I’d  heard 
about,  Charlie’s  brother  and,  very  briefly, 
his  mother.  Thom  is  very  good  with  her 
given  how  homophobic  she  is.  She  isn’t  sure 
what  to  make  of  me,  doesn’t  shake  my 
hand,  a  woman  working  with  faggots. 

Finally,  Charlie’s  mother  takes  him  down 
South,  has  him  buried  in  a  uniform,  wants 
his  jewelry,  the  VCR.  Thom  shows  me  the 
watch  and  rings  he’s  saved. 


I’ve  been  on  vacation  and  Thom’s  trying 
to  reach  me.  I  receive  a  beautiful  pink 
envelope,  not  unlike  a  wedding  invitation. 
But  this  is  an  invitation  to  a  celebration  — 
of  Carlie’s  life  with  reception  to  follow.  The 
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tribute  is  beautiful  and  so  very  gay.  We  each 
have  a  lavender  balloon  tied  to  our  chairs. 
“Amazing  Grace”  always  moves  me  to 
tears.  AIDS  is  mentioned  often  and  referred 
to  in  impassioned  and  humorous  eulogies 
delivered  by  Charlie’s  gay  and  lesbian 
friends.  Afterwards,  we  take  our  balloons 
and  let  them  go  into  the  sky  above  Newbury 
Street.  Passersby  stop  and  watch  them  as¬ 
cend.  It  is  hard  not  to  break  down  again. 

Exhausted,  I  make  my  way  to  a  belated 
birthday  dinner  party  thrown  for  me  by  a 
woman  I  like  very  much.  Tim  introduced  us 
recently.  We  go  to  the  bar  to  dance  it  off, 
she  invites  me  home  with  her,  and  we  open 
our  arms  to  each  other. 

■ 

I  don’t  remember  the  specifics  —  date  or 
year... just  that  the  air  was  brisk  and  I 
entered  alone.  We’re  at  Waterman’s  the 
funeral  home  in  Kenmore  Square  which  will 
take  PWAs  when  many  do  not.  It  is  an  open 
casket.  Men  and  women  are  holding  each 
other,  sobbing.  My  friend  Laurel  is  there, 
pale  and  drawn.  1  haven’t  seen  her  in  many 
months. 

A  man  ahead  of  me  in  the  viewing  line 
gasps  and  begins  to  weep  when  he  views  the 
body.  Breathing  deeply,  l  step  forward. 
Kevin,  one  of  the  first  buddies  in  Boston  lies 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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On  January  4, 

14  lesbians  and  gay  men 
were  arrested  and 
brutalized  while  peacefully 
protesting  for  our  dvil 
rights  in  our  State  House. 

Show  your  support  for  them  on 
the  eve  of  their  trial.  Show  your 
opposition  to  homophobia. 
Show  your  oppositon  to  the 
gaybashing  that  took  place  in 
front  of  the  smiling  faces  of  the 
Senate  leadership.  Show  our 
dignity  and  strength. 

v 

Join  us  for  a  peaceful 
march  and  vigil  on 
Wed.  Feb.  17 

Gather  in  front  of  the  State 
House  at  5:30  pm.  At  6:00  pm, 
we  will  march  to  the  Boston 
Municipal  Court  (across  from 
City  Hall)  for  a  candlelight  vigil. 
Spread  the  word.  Bring  friends. 

Sponsored  by:  MASS  ACT  OUT  •  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee  •  Mass 
N.O.W.  •  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  Gay 
Political  Alliance  •  Monadnock  Area  Gay 
Men  •  ACT  UP  Boston  •  R.I.  Gay  Lesbian 
Alliance  •  Provincetown  Political  Action 
Committee  •  Sedgewick,  Maine  Downeast 
AIDS  Network  •  Rainbow  Coalition  • 
National  Assoc,  of  Social  Workers  •  Mass. 
Gay /Lesbian  Political  Caucus  •  Unitarian 
Universalist  Office  of  Lesbian  Gay  Concerns 
•  Disabled  Peoples  Liberation  Front 


All  in  a  day’s  work 

Children  in  Our  Lives  Conference  addresses  how  lesbians 
can  parent  while  affirming  ourselves,  remaining  political  and 
dealing  with  race  and  class! 


Angela  Bowen  with  interpreter  Kim  Kalkowski 

Confronting  the 
mythology  of  motherhood 

Keynote  speaker  Angela  Bowen  raises  endless  questions 


By  Laurie  Sherman 

imagine  I  attended  the  Children  in  Our 

Lives  Conference  January  30  in  Dor- 
'  Chester,  Massachusetts  for  different 
reasons  than  many  registrants.  At  this  point 
I  feel  no  strong  drive  to  bear  or  raise 
children,  but  notions  of  non-traditional 
families  have  interested  me  for  a  long  time 
—  not  only  as  a  lesbian,  but  as  a  Jew  who 
grew  up  in  several  anti-Semitic 
neighborhoods,  and  as  the  daughter  of  a 
single  (divorced)  mother  with  a  lower  middle 
class  income. 

My  main  interest  is  in  the  questions  paren¬ 
ting  raises  for  us  as  individual  queers  and  as 
a  community.  As  it  turns  out,  I  could  not  have 
asked  for  more  discussion  of  these  issues 
than  the  day-long  event  —  attended  by  800 
women  —  provided.  The  conference  came 
complete  with  a  keynote  speech  by  Angela 
Bowen  (see  article  below),  four  panel  discus¬ 


sions,  and  thirty-three  workshops,  including 
sessions  on  raising  male  children,  adoption, 
single  parenting,  day  care,  financial  plan¬ 
ning,  and  a  group  led  by  teens  with  lesbian 
mothers.  Also  included  were  caucuses  for 
networking  —  groups  for  mothers  with 
special  needs  children,  women  of  color,  dif¬ 
ferently  abled  lesbians,  and  more. 

Since  the  conference,  I  have  heard  an  ar¬ 
ray  of  reactions  from  women  who  attended: 
relief  that  lesbians  have  a  place  to  discuss  the 
personal  and  political  considerations  of 
parenting;  appreciation  from  potential 
moms  for  hearing  the  nitty-gritty  realities; 
respect  that  the  conference  organizers 
reached  not  only  local  out  lesbians,  but  new¬ 
ly  divorced  women  and  lesbian  mothers 
from  outside  Boston  who  had  never  met 
other  dykes. 

Some  participants  expressed  frustration 
about  the  absence  of  the  names  of 
facilitators  and  panelists  in  the  printed  pro¬ 
gram  and  concern  about  what  they  perceiv¬ 
ed  to  be  the  closeted  atmosphere  at  the  con¬ 
ference.  One  of  the  organizers,  Joyce  Kauff¬ 
man,  noted  that  the  planning  committee  and 
the  entire  community  of  lesbians  with 
children  continuously  grapples  with  the 
danger  versus  necessity  of  mothers  coming 
out  publicly. 

The  most  provocative  pieces  of  the  con¬ 
ference  for  me  were  the  panels  “Consider¬ 
ing  Motherhood,”  “Race  and  Class,”  and 
“Children  in  Our  Lives,”  as  well  as  the 
workshop  on  violence  and  substance  abuse 
in  the  home.  The  majority  of  the  issues  rais¬ 
ed  fall  into  the  three  topics  discussed  below. 

Lesbians  Choosing  Children:  Affirming 
Ourselves  or  Striving  for  Normalcy? 

The  conference  opened  with  a  theme  that 
continued  throughout  the  day:  choosing  to 
parent  can  celebrate  our  lesbianism  and  yet 
can  make  us  even  more  invisible  and  suscep¬ 
tible  to  pressure  to  be  “normal.”  Holly 
Bishop,  a  therapist  and  co-parent  of  an  in¬ 
fant,  characterized  lesbian  parenthood  as 
proof  that  we  can  overcome  societal  restric¬ 
tions  and  stereotypes,  such  as  lesbians  and 
gay  men  as  child  molesters  or  as  unable  to 
bear  children. 

Bishop  applauded  motherhood  as  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  confront  ignorance  and 
homophobia.  Panelist  Melody  Brazo 
agreed,  explaining  that  being  in  public  with 
a  child  seems  to  invite  inquiries  and  a  chance 
for  education.  The  mother  of  a  two-year -old 
through  insemination  from  an  unknown 
donor,  Brazo  recalled  some  of  her  own 
responses:  “People  come  up  to  me  and  say 
‘Oh,  does  she  look  like  her  father?’  My  rep¬ 


ly,  ‘I  don’t  know!’. . .  When  my  lover  and  I 
are  out  with  the  baby,  people  sometimes  ask 
her  if  she’s  Emma’s  mom.  They  are  pretty 
shocked  when  she  says  yes,  and  soon  after  I 
pull  out  my  breast  and  nurse  the  baby!” 

On  the  other  hand,  Bishop  questioned 
whether  the  increase  in  lesbians  now  con¬ 
sidering  motherhood  is  a  response  to 
pressure  to  have  children  in  order  to  see 
ourselves  as  whole  and  healthy.  She  noted 
the  strong  tide  of  pro-natalism  sweeping  our 
country;  for  example,  the  current 
preponderance  of  movies  about  babies.  To 
gain  tolerance  from  liberals,  she  explained, 
“we  must  seem  just  like  everyone  else;  hav¬ 
ing  a  child  makes  up  for  being  a  lesbian.” 

A  number  of  speakers  echoed  the  concern 
above  that  “protecting  our  kids”  can  offer 
lesbians  a  convenient  reason  to  retreat  back 
into  the  closet.  Some  panelists  added  that 
noticeably  pregnant  women  are  assumed  to 
be  straight,  allowing  —  or  forcing  —  les¬ 
bians  to  pass  more  easily.  (See  speech  on  this 
topic  by  panelist  Connie  Chan,  page  five  of 
this  issue). 

Where  do  our  Politics  Fit  in? 

Along  with  examining  the  difficulty  for 
lesbian  mothers  in  remaining  out  and 
politically  active,  speakers  discussed  paren¬ 
ting  itself  as  a  political  choice.  Bishop  is  one 
of  two  therapists  interviewing  lesbian 
mothers  about  decision-making  in  lesbian 
families.  She  is  finding  that  some  study  par¬ 
ticipants  state  political  as  well  as  personal 
motivations  in  choosing  to  be  parents. 
Many  agree  with  her  that  lesbians  can  teach 
children  to  value  difference  and  can  inspire 
autonomy  and  mutual  respect,  emotional 
honesty  and  openness  in  relationships. 
Bishop  was  quick  to  clarify  these  beliefs  as 
ideals,  not  as  an  assumption  that  lesbians  in¬ 
herently  form  healthier  relationships. 

Both  panelists  and  mothers  in  the  au¬ 
dience  expressed  political  concern  about 
“privileging  biology,”  recalling  stories  of 
friends  considering  the  biological  parent 
“the  real  mother.”  For  some  mothers,  ef¬ 
forts  to  value  both  parents  or  to  create  an 
extended  family  seemed  to  come  simply 
from  a  desire  to  remain  sane  while  paren¬ 
ting.  For  others,  questioning  the  privilege  of 
biology  went  hand  in  hand  with  a  challenge 
to  the  privatization  of  the  family  and  the  no¬ 
tion  that  parents  own  children  and  may 
therefore  treat  them  however  they  choose. 

Although  not  articulated  overtly,  ques¬ 
tions  raised  at  the  conference  about  the 
sanctity  of  the  nuclear  family  and  the 
ownership  of  children  are  consistent  with 
years  of  feminist  work  exposing  incest,  wife 
battering  and  other  “private”  abuses  to 
public  scrutiny.  This  connection  emerged 
clearly  in  the  small  workshop  “Family 
Issues:  Alcohol,  Drugs  and  Violence.” 
Twelve  women  and  two  facilitators  began  by 
discussing  how  to  break  chains  of  substance 
abuse  and  violence  passed  from  generation 
to  generation  —  a  tragedy  from  which  les¬ 
bians  are  not  exempt,  either  in  experiencing 
or  inflicting. 

While  panelists  described  the  problem  of 
women  being  powerless  over  everyone  ex¬ 
cept  children,  workshop  participants 
brought  the  problem  home.  One  single 
mother  lamented  past  abuse  of  her  son,  ex¬ 
plaining,  “The  only  area  of  my  life  where  I 
had  control  was  with  him.  I  would  never 
treat  an  adult  as  I  do  him.” 

Another  participant,  who  said  she  is  now 
sober,  complained  of  the  difficulty  of 
undermining  violence  and  abuse  “when  the 
society  all  around  you  completely  condones 
it.” 

The  workshop  discussion  moved  quickly 
to  an  exploration  of  our  responsibility  to  in¬ 
tervene  in  the  “sacrosanct  family.”  One 
woman  related  the  story  of  a  friend  who  sur¬ 
vived  on  soda  and  chips  during  her  pregnan¬ 
cy,  then  fed  her  newborn  Pepsi,  ignoring  at¬ 
tempts  at  intervention  and  education.  The 
storyteller  parted  ways  with  her  friend,  only 
to  learn  recently  that  the  baby  became  men¬ 
tally  retarded  and  physically  ill  as  a  result  of 
deficient  nutrition. 

Although  most  workshop  participants 
agreed  that  such  overt  abuse  or  neglect  of 
children  by  lesbians  must  be  reported  to  the 
Department  of  Social  Services  (DSS), 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


By  Louise  Rice 

ouching  upon  virtually  every  theme  of 
the  day’s  proceedings,  Black  lesbian, 
feminist,  writer,  mother,  foster 
mother,  stepmother  and  grandmother 
Angela  Bowen  delivered  the  keynote  speech 
of  the  conference.  Rather  than  offering  up 
the  “truth”  to  the  overflow  crowd,  Bowen 
raised  endless  queries: 

Why  do  we  plot  and  have  these 
children?  What  does  motherhood  offer  to 
lesbians?  Do  we  do  it  out  of  maternal  in¬ 
stinct?  What  is  maternal  instinct  really  — 
a  response  to  societal  conditioning?  Are 
we  exhibiting  a  rebellious  defiance  — 
showing  that,  as  lesbians,  we  can  have 
babies  without  men’s  participation  or  ap¬ 
proval,  so  up  yours!? 

Is  it  the  ego  of  perpetuating  ourselves, 
the  wish  to  create  the  perfect  childhood  we 
never  had?  Is  it  the  yearning  to  have  the 
experience  every  woman  feels  she  has  a 
right  to?  Where  did  that  yearning  come 
from?  If  it’s  instinctual,  why  doesn’t  every 
woman  have  it? 

Pausing  for  a  breath  of  air,  Bowen  laughed, 
“and  if  these  aren’t  enough  questions  for 
you,  what  are  yours!” 

Bowen  continued  the  forty-minute  talk 
with  stories  of  her  own  experience,  stating 
that  although  she  had  recently  seen  herself 
as  “moving  out  of  motherhood,”  she  realiz¬ 
ed,  “it  will  be  with  me  as  long  as  I  live.  You 
are  never  again  not  a  mother,  you  know, 
just  as  you  are  never  again  a  virgin  once  you 
have  sex.” 

Bowen  compared  her  discoveries  of  the 
true  nature  of  motherhood  with  the 
mythology  of  marriage.  A  young  woman, 
before  marriage,  hears  only  the  myths  of 
wedded  bliss.  Later,  on  discovering  the 
truth,  she  conspires  with  other  women  to 
conceal  it.  Feminism  and  the  ability  to  make 
connections  between  women  provides  the 
basis  for  breaking  with  that  mythology. 
Bowen  described  a  similar  process  when 
confronting  the  myths  of  joyous 
motherhood,  the  sudden  realization  that 


By  Louise  Rice 

erhaps  the  liveliest  of  the  many 
workshops  offered  at  the  conference 
was  “Sex  and  the  Lesbian  Mother,” 
led  by  lesbian  sex  therapist  Bonnie 
Engelhardt.  Three  panelists  shared  their  dif¬ 
ferent  experiences  with  sex  and  parenting, 
stressing  the  importance  to  each  of  having 
time  and  space  for  sex  in  their  lives.  One,  the 
mother  of  a  four-year-old  girl,  shared  her 
struggle  to  make  and  keep  room  in  her 
schedule  for  time  away  from  her  child  and 
time  specifically  for  sex.  She  asserted  that 
this  was  important  not  only  for  the  lesbian 
mother,  but  for  the  child,  to  give  her  a  sense 
of  clear  limits  and  to  let  her  know  others 
besides  the  mother  can  meet  her  needs. 

The  fact  that  teenagers  go  through  their 
own  sexual  identity  crises  was  raised  by 
several  participants  as  a  particular  problem. 
One  woman  told  how  her  fourteen-year-old 
daughter  called  her  disgusting  for  making 
“animal  noises”  during  sex;  the  speaker 
stated,  “She  is  21  now,  and  she  can  still  ruin 
an  orgasm  for  me.  When  she  visits,  I  watch 


“sometimes  we  love  our  children  and 
sometimes  we  don’t.” 

Pregnancy  itself  did  not  escape  Bowen’s 
sharp-witted  tongue: 

Now,  how  about  that  “full  range  of 
human  female  experience?”  Well,  being 
pregnant  is  a  unique  experience.  After 
three  births,  I  can  tell  you  that  in  each  of 
my  completed  pregnancies  the  first 
trimester,  the  last  trimester,  the  birth  and 
the  postpartum  experiences  did  not  thrill 
me. 

There  is  something  to  be  said  for  the  se¬ 
cond  trimester  though,  a  private  feeling 
between  you  and  one  other  being  . . .  Now, 

I  may  be  strange,  but  out  of  this  whole 
sacred,  mystical  experience  I’ve  seen  writ¬ 
ten  about  in  such  glowing  terms,  all  I’ve 
got  to  say  is,  let’s  hear  it  for  the  second 
trimesterl 

Bowen  talked  of  the  entrapment  of  paren¬ 
ting,  the  anxiety  that  makes  some  women 
feel  they  are  never  free  again:  “We’re 
forever  waiting  for  the  other  shoe  to  drop, 
all  the  while  trying  to  have  a  life.”  Continu¬ 
ing  with  large  doses  of  humor,  she  urged  the 
women  attending  the  conference  to  con¬ 
front  the  realities  and  reject  the  roman- 
ticization  of  motherhood.  “If  we’re  going 
to  do  motherhood,  it’s  good  to  talk  about 
how  .  .  .  We  got  the  fly  out  of  the  ointment 
—  that’s  the  man  —  but  can  we  make 
anything  different  out  of  this  process?” 

The  answer,  according  to  Bowen,  lies  in 
the  lesbian  community’s  ability  to  confront 
the  politics  of  its  choices.  Echoing  a  theme 
of  many  panels  during  the  day,  Bowen  rais¬ 
ed  the  issues  of  race  and  class  differences 
and  the  challenge  to  sisterhood  in  these  hard 
times.  “Do  women  of  color,  poor  and 
disabled  women  have  your  support,  or  are 
you  too  busy  having  children?  Do  my  grand¬ 
children  have  future  allies  in  your  grand¬ 
children?”  Referring  to  the  tendency  of  les¬ 
bians  to  become  more  closeted  once  they 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


t.v.” 

Another  common  problem  brought  up 
was  the  unexplained  and  painful  loss  of  sex¬ 
ual  desire  experienced  by  many  mothers. 
One  panelist  noted  that  this  coincides  with 
the  loss  of  desire  in  long  term  relationships 
which  many  other,  non-parenting  lesbians 
are  discussing  these  days.  She  also  suggested 
there  might  be  a  relationship  between  the 
loss  of  sexuality  and  a  subsequent,  un¬ 
conscious  decision  to  replace  it  with  a  child. 

Not  all  participants  reported  the  same  ex¬ 
perience  of  sex  and  motherhood;  one 
woman  stated  she  had  actually  become  more 
sexual  after  giving  birth. 

There  was  general  agreement  that  the 
fight  to  retain  a  sexual  life  is  a  difficult  battle 
for  mothers  to  wage,  due  to  strong  ties  to 
their  children.  Panelists  and  participants 
agreed  that  losing  this  particular  battle  is 
detrimental  to  both  mother  and  child,  and, 
especially  in  the  case  of  girl  children,  can 
teach  them  that  women  don’t  have  a  right  to 
be  sexual.  □ 


Sex  and  the  lesbian  mom 
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Staron  fanner 


The  Nadir 

for  Steven 

It  is  now  three  years, 
two  relationships 
fourteen  fleeting  affairs 
and  seventeen  tricks  later 
I  come  to  you  late  at  night 
disoriented,  disconnected,  needing... 
you  allow  me  to  become  a  little  boy 
again 

tracing  the  outline  of  your  beard. 

unbuttoning  your  pajama  top 

to  tug  at  your  chest  hair. 

you  tell  me  this  affectionate  play 

is  something  you're  no  longer  accustomed  to 

l  ask  about  your  lover. 

he  doesn't  give  you  what  you  need. 

you  don’t  give  me  what  I  want. 

and  I  don't  give  a  damn  about  him 

because  in  this  life. 

I  have  found  that  I  need  you. 
after  two  relationships, 
fourteen  fleeting  affairs, 
and  seventeen  tricks, 
to  tell  me  it’s  alright, 
bring  me  apple  juice  in  bed. 
hold  me. 

let  me  lick  the  nicotine 
from  your  teeth, 
and  draw  close  to  you 
while  you  sleep. 


Our  Dead  Are  Not  Buried  Beneath  Us 

dedicated  to  Marc-Steven  Dear,  1953-1986 

He  was  older  than  he’d  said 
thinner  than  goodbye 
slipping  through  the  airport  tears 
his  left  eye. 

refused  to  yield  to  rebellious, 
weight  of  copper  coin 

his  cold  hands 

calmly  folded 

accepted  Laura's  crystals 

Geneva’s  daisies 

my  last  letter 

Big  Laura’s  last  grasp 

I  noticed  the  tribal  markings 

of  his  face 

multiplied 

grown  larger  than  when  I’d  last  seen 
constant  reminders  of 
dimly  light  liaisons 

the  lid  closed 

on  so  much  unfinished  business 
in  the  appropriate  absence 
of  a  father  who  might 
have  loved  a  son  too  dark, 
too  precious 
and  the  presence 
of  a  man  who  tried. 


•  Craig  G.  Harris  has  written  for  over  a  dozen  lesbian  gay  and 
Black  publications  and  his  work  can  be  found  in  several 
anthologies,  including  Gay  Life  (Dolphin/Doubleday).  In  the  Life 
(Alyson  Publications),  and  New  Men,  New  Minds  (Crossing  Press). 
The  poems  printed  here  are  excerpted  from  the  forthcoming 
Black  gay  anthology  Tongues  Untied  (Gay  Men’s  Press.  London). 


I’VE  GOT  SOMETHING  TO  SAY  ABOUT 
THIS:  A  SURVIVAL  INCANTATION  FOR 
BESSIE  AND  LORRAINE* 

"/  am  well  aware  we  are  under  siege. . .  But  death  is  not  a  truth  that  in¬ 
spires../'  Toni  Cade  Bambara 

I  saw  it  in  your  eyes  and  I  knew 
I  saw  the  whole  thing  played  out 
I  was  raped 
I  was  bludgeoned 
I  was  bloody 

I  saw  the  filler  on  page  43 
I  said  No 
No  way 

This  is  it 

Think 

Remember 

Remember  everything 
Now 

Later  for  regrets  and  why  and  why  me 

Later  for  guilt  and  this  can’t  be  real 

I  can  see  the  headlines  now 

I’m  the  one  on  trial 

But  that’s  alright 

That’s  really  alright 

If  only  one  of  us  can  live  through  this 

I'm  the  one 

I  remember  everything 
In  7th  grade  glee  club  Miz  Jay  said 
Open  your  mouth  wide,  girl 
You  can't  look  cute  and  sing 
I  open  my  mouth  wide 
I  can’t  look  cute  and  live 

Crazy 

Hell  yes  I’m  crazy 

You  haven't  seen  crazy  'til  you  seen  me 
Saving  my  life 

You  think 
I’m  stupid 

But  I'm  here  thinking 
I  remember  what  Big  Ed  told  me 
An  eyeball  is  just  an  eyeball 
Eardrums  are  not  made  of  steel 
And  anybody’s  knees  give  out  under 
Eight  pounds  of  pressure 

Later  for  the  pain 

Later  for  the  healing 

Later  for  you  Jack 

My  mind  is  made  up  for  me 

I  am  living  now 

I  am  sinking  my  teeth  into 

Anything  I  can  and 

I’m  spitting  it 

Back 

On  you 

Backonya 

Backonya 

I’m  doing  what  I  need  to  do 
Now 

I've  got  something  to  say  about  this 

I  am  living 

Now 

‘Bessie  and  Lorraine  are  two  Black  women  in  fiction.  Bessie  is  the 
girlfriend  of  Bigger  Thomas  in  Richard  Wright's  Native  Son.  Bigger 
smashes  Bessie's  skull  as  she  sleeps  in  a  desperate  attempt  to  avoid  cap¬ 
ture  by  the  police.  Bessie  does  not  speak  during  the  last  moments  of  her 
life  "There  was  a  dull  gasp  of  suprize.  then  a  moan.''  Lorraine  is  the 
girlfriend  of  Theresa  in  Gloria  Naylor's  The  Women  of  Brewster  Place.  She 
is  raped  into  insanity  by  six  young  men  from  her  neighborhood.  The  one 
word  she  speaks  during  her  brutalization  and  repeats  for  the  rest  of  her  life 
is:  "  Please  ” 


•  Kate  Rushin  is  a  feminist  poet  and  teacher  with  a  background 
in  theater  and  independent  radio  Her  work  has  been  published  in 
many  anthologies,  such  as  This  Bridge  Called  My  Back  and  Home 
Girls.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  New  Words  Bookstore 
collective  in  Cambridge  since  1982. 


2  January  1988  ^ 


Dear  friends, 

I’m  very  sorry  to  be  so  long  before  I  could  write  to  you  again. 
It  is  not  easy  to  take  a  pen  and  write  when  you  live  on  nothing 
but  charity  or  grants  and  some  donations  from  friends.  There  is 
no  easy  way  to  freedom  in  any  country  and  you  have  to  think 
twice  about  (working  for]  gay  rights  in  the  male  dominated  socie¬ 
ty  in  South  Africa.  In  this  country,  people  in  liberation  or 
freedom  struggle  don’t  mention  gay  rights  in  any  of  their 
meetings.  They  use  the  word  homosexual  only  when  they  talk  of 
AIDS.  Oh!  My  Lords!  Things  are  really  falling  apart. 

Now  the  year  is  beginning.  This  time  I’m  28  years  old.  What  is 
this  year  going  to  bring  us?  I  don’t  know,  all  of  us  don’t  know.  I 
didn’t  even  adopt  resolutions.  I  never  thought  of  them  on  New 
Year’s  Eve.  All  I  did  in  the  early  hours  of  the  New  Year  was  cry 
sheer  tears. 


Happy  New  Year? 

I  heard  shouts  everywhere 
Shouts  of  Happy  New  Year 
Shouts  that  I  have  never  heard 

For  three  years 

All  I  heard  was  the  rattling  of  the  key 
Yes.  the  Prison  key 

Happy!Happy!Happy  New  Year 
I  heard  them  shouting 
Wondered  whether  I  should  join 
Looked  around  and  feared 
I  was  all  alone 
My  family  were  too  far 

If  I  shout  Happy  New  Year 
Will  the  doors  of  Prison  open 
Will  the  Sharpeville  Six  be  free 
Will  I  go  home  to  my  mother 
Will  this  everlasting  trial  end 
Or  maybe  I  will  get  my  freedom? 

If  I  shouted  Happy  New  Year 

Wouldn't  I  be  unfair 

For  those  unhappy  families 

Whose  children  are  behind  bars 

Whose  wives  were  murdered  in  Soweto  streets 

No  all  these  years  had  been  sad. 

I  could  not  shout  Happy  New  Year 
Nor  could  I  have  shouted  Sad  New  Year 
But  I  cried.  I  cried 
Black  child  wept 
I  cried  for  my  mother 
Yes  I  cried  for  freedom 


Once  again  I  want  to  thank  people  of  the  world  for  being  so 
supportive  to  our  struggle  in  South  Africa.  I  wish  to  thank  mainly 
gay  people  for  being  so  kind  to  send  me  Christmas  cards,  birthday 
cards  and  best  wishes.  It  is  because  of  all  of  you  gay  and  lesbian 
organizations  over  there  that  I  will  never  say  goodbye  to  gay  and 
lesbian  struggle.  I  say  the  gay  right  cannot  be  isolated  from  other 
struggle.  There  will  be  no  proper  liberation  without  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  in  the  world. 

Viva  gay  liberation  movement! 

With  lots  of  love. 

Simon  Nkoli 

Johannesburg,  Republic  of  South  Africa 


•  Simon  Nkoli  is  a  Black  gay  South  African  anti-apartheid 
activist.  In  June  of  1984,  he  and  21  co-defendants  were  charged 
with  treason  against  the  government  for  protesting  rent  hikes  in 
Black  townships  surrounding  Johannesburg.  Nkoli  was  imprisoned 
for  nearly  three  years  without  trial.  The  strict  conditions  of  his 
bail  make  it  impossible  for  Nkoli  and  the  other  defendants  to  hold 
jobs;  they  are  also  prohibited  from  returning  to  their  homes  in 
the  Vaal  region.  The  trial  is  expected  to  stretch  into  1989.  (See 
interview  with  Nkoli  in  GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  5  and  a  letter  from 
him  in  Vol.  1 5,  No.  9). 


So  much 

unfinished 

busniess 

Poetry  by 
Black  lesbians 
and  gay  men 


THE  NATURE  OF  REGRET 

holding  back  my  anxiety 
under  the  cowlneck 
of  my  hand-knit  sweater 
i  shd  have  sd  the  rite  thing, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  phoenix 
emblazoned  on  the  back  of  my  jumpsuit 
i  cd  have  unzipp'd,  stepped  out  and 
bared  my  soul  but  my  ripped  courduroy 
anxiety  stuck  at  the  roof  of  my  mouth 
and  what  u  saw:  droopy  socks, 
shoes  unlaced,  my  tongue 
hanging  out/waz  too  late. 


now  i  stand 

words  billowing  out  my  coat 
wind  whizzing  down  the  corridors 
of  my  throat/the  breeze  tugging 
at  my  pantlegs  and  i  know 
regret  wears  clothes 


FIRST  LIFE  JITTERS 

so  what  if  i  wear 
my  heart  on  my  sleeve 
that  cavalier  expression  i  see 
on  people's  mugs  don't  keep 
d  pie  from  hittin  dey  faces. 

this  is  only  my  first  life 
howja  expect  me  to  live  it! 

N  how  it  iz 


n  how  it  iz 
when  we  first  meat 
our  tongues  hunger  afta 
tungs  like  gravee/crazee  wuz 
d  tyme  we  lay  unda  an  umbrella 
of  hairz  n  gulp'd  down  d  joosez. 

udderfull 

we  ruminate  in  d  shade 
wait  for  the  milk  to  settle 
around  our  mushroom  hearts. 

instead  our  lives  kurdle 
w/each  shift  in  d  wind, 
ev’ry  blaid  of  grass  waxes 
politicull  of  top 

personall  underneath  n  vice  versa. 

we  chew  d  cud  of  this 
many-headed  flower 
drown  in  a  spitoon  of 
splintered  grass 
stray  to  otha  pastures. 


GIRL  TALK 

rowdy-rappin  w/frens 

on  street  corner  stumps 

our  loud  tongues  jawkeyed  for  position 

tween  sips  of  favrit  beers 

and  outrageous  laffter.  first  one  of  us 

then  the  others  made  to  look  like 

funny  fools  in  animated  tekneecolor. 

amusement  passed  amung  us  in 

litenin  jabs  of  wit  and 

only  in  our  momentarry  quiet 

did  silence  fill  the  air  w/smiles. 


michael  stewart  is  dead 


(Michael  Stewart  was  brutally  murdered  by  New  York  City  transit 
police  in  the  fall  of  1983  His  eyes  were  removed  and  destroyed  il¬ 
legally  by  the  coroner’s  office  to  prevent  justice  from  being  brought  to 
bear  on  the  guilty  transit  policemen.  Michael  Stewart  worked  as  a  busboy 
in  the  Pyramid  Club,  a  gay-owned  and  operated  club  on  Manhattan’s 
Lower  East  Side.) 

on  the  number  one/going  down  to  the 
garage/two  white  cops/standin’  in  front  of  me/ 
description  of  crimes  and  suspects/blare  out/ 
of  his  box/offending  my  sense/if  it  was  my  radio/ 
i’d  get  a  ticket. 

one  sez  to  the  other:  wouldn’t  it  be  funny  if/ 
when  a  call  went  out/the  guy  was  sitting  right  in 
front  of  you/wouldn't  it  be  funny/and  easy  to  do/ 
two  against  one/two  hands  against  a  gun/ 
it  could  have  been  me. 

i  waz  living  on  the  lower  east  side/a  few  blocks 
from  the  pyramid/when  i  first  noticed  him/ 
picking  up  empty  beer  glasses/pushing  thru 
the  mixed  crowd/gays/lesbians/straights/ 
bridge  &  tunnel  crowd/shoulder  to  shoulder  w / 
east  village  artists/thin  dreads  hanging  into  his 
eyes/i  often  commented  to  friends  i  might 
consider  trimming  my  dreads  like  his/ 
long  in  front/short  on  the  sides/like  the  black  guy 
in/The  Thompson  Twins/'Hush  my  baby... 
don’t  you  cry... we  have  one  weapon  in  our 
defense/silence'/ 

at  the  fourteen  street  stop/on  the  I  I  line/ 
doing  my  art  in  the  subways/drawing  sketches/ 
influenced  by  graffiti  art/left  no  marks  on  the 
walls/anywhere/working  hard/sketching  the 
Statue  of  Liberty/leading  the  people/to  some 
billboard  Uberia/i’m  doing  this  sketch  for  the 
anti-gentrification  show/and  this  transit  worker 
gets  irate/and  rips  my  painting/to  shreads/ 

Miz  Liberty  to  shreads/screams/yells/ tears/ 
i  walk  away/and  live  to  complain. 

i  never  knew  his  name  before/i  learned  it  by 
reading  in  the  paper/of  the  death  of  a  young 
man/  a  young  dread-locked  graffiti  artist/ 
in  the  custody  of  transit  police/following  an  arrest. 

Michael  Stewart  is  dead/and  wouldn’t  it  be 
funny/if  the  suspect/waz  already  standing  in 
front  of  you/and  easy  to  do  two  against  one/ 
two  hands  against  a  gun/it  could  have  been  me/ 
this  time  i  got  away. 


brown  dream  #  I 

i  have  this  recurrent  dream 
of  falling  in  love  with  a  poet 
like  langston  hughes 

who  would  know  the  satisfaction  of  words 
thrown  across  a  space 
acoustic  or  screen 
or  page  dead  white 

both  our  minds  would  move  in 

circular  1 9th  century  motion 

riding  the  trains  up  an  downtown 

living  in  a  brownstone 

in  some  port  city 

sea  level  pressure  on  our  hads 

driving  us  harbour  crazy 

rejoice  and  dig  our  oil,  hair 
and  philharmonic  bounty 
swung  in  piano  boogie  concertos 


The  Purple  Testament 

I.  Ghana  1973 

It  is  the  bricks,  we’ve  come  to  notice  that  it  all  together 
On  Cape  Coast,  standing  in  fresh  grass  a  shadow  of  mortar  and 
rock 

is  gentle  on  me.  I  remember  the  castle  now  only  as  a  snapshot, 
no  frame  except  for  the  pounding  of  an  ocean  Inside  the  guide 
offers  demonstrations.  He  has  learned  the  lore,  is  titillated 
by  the  sale  and  use  of  his  women  in  a  distant  past. 

His  daily  satisfaction  is  the  somberness  of  white  faces 
grouped  at  his  feet  to  hear  what  can  be  only  rumour. 

Among  them  my  darkness  is  more  than  a  face.  He  looks  away 
as  he  recites  facts:  how  many  sold,  their  chains  on  cold  rock, 
how  many  lept  to  death  from  the  walls  of  the  fortress, 
from  the  decks  of  the  ships. 

Small  Christmas  bulbs  circle  a  dank,  sunken  room 
to  evoke  the  sensation  of  history.  When  it  is  made  black 
white  faces  gasp.  I  close  my  eyes  and  settle  in  the  dark. 

Touch  the  wall  to  avoid  vertigo.  Coolness  first 
then  rough  angles,  damp.  I  cling  to  them, 
enter  the  ancient  rock  to  feel  the  grasping  energy. 

My  fingertips  meet  the  hard  surface  and  beneath  it  skin 
wet  with  urine  and  sweat.  Schism.  My  flesh  to  their  stone. 

A  part  slips  in  with  them  to  harden  the  mortar,  deepen  the  echo 
of  our  heels.  Leaving  the  rest  of  me  free  and  afraid 
of  the  sun  that  returns  when  the  bulbs  are  lit. 

Left  behind  by  those  who've  gone  before. 

II.  Chaco  Canyon  1986 

It  is  the  bricks  holding  it  all  in  place,  precarious  find, 
tight  lines  of  shale  melded  together,  leaning  rising 
inside  the  mounds  until  recovered. 

Air  sucks  at  the  crevices,  the  place  where  rock  clings 
to  rock  seeking  grandeur.  In  New  Mexico 
much  is  dusty  but  this  is  not  belittlement. 

The  dust  is  silt.  soil,  rock  then  brick 
slabbed  and  interwoven  like  lace  to  reach  high. 

It  did  not  mean  to  wait  for  me  but  I’m  here  with  the  faces 
that  again  reveal  excitement  at  fabled  cultures  now  dead, 
the  possibility  of  flood,  cruelty  or  famine  in  a  remote  past. 
Through  the  awkward  opening  to  the  inner  room  where  corn 
was  stored  or  garbage  housed.  Inside  we  try  to  match  the  quiet. 
You  and  I  listen  to  the  drone  of  legends  well  learned. 

When  you  sit  by  the  wall  only  I  notice  —  the  flush,  the  beads 
of  sweat.  You  gulp  for  air,  sit  back  to  rest  your  head 
on  the  layers  of  rock  that  rise  behind,  holding  in  the  past 
chat  was  not  meant  to  be  uncovered. 

You  lean  backward  in  time,  brown  stones  imprint  the  nappy  dark 
of  your  head.  When  you  close  your  eyes  I  am  afraid  to  pull  you 
up 

Hold  you  tight  to  still  the  trembling. 

The  air  between  the  cracks  moves  where  you  had  slipped  inside. 
There  is  Anasasi  life  in  these  canyons  still.  It  pulls  through 
the  rocks  that  looks  only  like  a  wall. 

III.  Manhattan  1986 

On  West  End  Avenue  cresting  98th  Street  the  valley  glitters. 

I've  left  my  room  empty  among  the  many.  It  shook  last  year 
with  a  sudden  quake  Unforeseen  encroachment.  My  tidy  disarray 
gone  awry.  Red  brick  I’ve  grown  to  love  instead  of  mud  and  shale 
teetered  below  me,  gothic  canyon  with  lights  flickering  on 
cement. 

The  dying  here  is  more  immediate  and  to  some  perplexing. 

But  a  river  does  not  spring  from  fallow  ground,  it  drifts 
through  many  canyons,  carving  rock  and  asphalt  before  it  gives 
itself  over.  I  peel  back  one  level  to  iron  tracks 
another  to  the  swimming  sewer.  Excavate,  cut  through 
to  waste,  minerals  and  the  burial  ground  of  the  Six  Nations. 

It  is  our  relief  to  know  all  rock  is  a  door.  We  cling 

to  each  other  when  we  cross  the  avenue.  The  mortared  walls 

cast  shadows  on  synthetic  abutments.  Little  to  remember. 

We  know  it  is  the  rock  that  holds  us. 


•  A  business  manager  at  a  non-profit  housing  organization  in 
oston,  Catherine  Joseph  says,  “For  my  bio,  just  tell  them  I 
ave  been  taking  a  long  breather  from  writing,  but  that’s  no 
reason  not  to  give  my  poems  their  day  in  the  sun." 


•  Isaac  Jackson  is  a  writer  who  lives  and  works  as  a  teacher  in 
Brooklyn,  NY.  His  poetry  here  is  also  reprinted  from  Tongues 
Untied. 


•  As  well  as  a  poet  and  fiction  writer,  Jewelle  Gomez  is 
Assistant  Director  of  the  Literature  Program  at  the  New  York 
State  Council  on  the  Arts.  Her  latest  book  of  poetry,  Flamingos 
and  Bears ,  is  available  from  Grace  Publications.  Jersey  City,  N.J. 


Pink  tofu  boys  and 
virile  girls 


Prancing,  pride  and  power  dominated  the  annual  lesbian  and  gay  volleyball  tournament  at  the  Martin 
Luther  King  School  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  February  6  and  7.  The  tournament,  sponsored  by  the  gay  men’s 
volleyball  team  Pleides,  brings  together  dykes  and  fags  of  intermediate  and  advanced  skill  level  for  fun  and 
competition,  and  donates  its  proceeds  ($300  this  year)  to  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

Below:  Winners  of  the  "A"  Division,  the  Pink  Tofus,  an  Asian  team  which  opened  the  event  with  a 
parade  of  spectacular  kimonos,  fans  and  gloriously  swaying  hips. 

Above:  Team  member  Amy  back-sets  to  spiker  Jennifer,  one  of  many  plays  which  brought  the  team  to 
first  place  in  the  "B"  Division.  What  is  the  name  on  Jennifer’s  back!  Muliebrity  —  the  Olde  English  female 
version  of  virility. 

□  Laurie  Sherman 


Quilt 

Continued  from  page  3 

been  in  any  gay  organization,  but  I  felt  I 
could  be  involved  in  many  levels  with  the 
quilt  project.” 

Reicher  said  he  was  very  impressed  with 
the  number  of  women  working  on  the  quilt 
in  the  Boston  group.  Merle  Bicknell,  a 
media  committee  member  from  NAMES 
Project/New  England,  explained  that 
outreach  to  varied  communities  is  a  major 
goal  of  quilt  organizers.  For  example, 
Bicknell  explained,  when  the  quilt  reaches 
Boston  on  June  18,  organizers  hope  to  draw 
participation  from  the  surrounding  New 
England  states.  Similar  outreach  is  under¬ 
way  throughout  the  U.S.  in  preparation  for 
the  national  tour,  which  begins  in  Los 
Angeles  on  April  4. 

On  your  mark.  Get  set.  Sew. 

NAMES  Project  organizers  are  eager  to 
add  more  panels  to  the  quilt,  either  for  the 
national  tour  or  for  regional  exhibitions. 
Anyone  interested  in  creating  a  panel  may 
contact  local  host  committees  for  informa¬ 
tion  about  community  quilting  bees.  (See 
phone  numbers  below.)  Knowledge  of  sew¬ 
ing  or  art  is  not  needed;  any  materials,  either 
elaborate  or  simple,  are  appropriate.  In¬ 
dividuals  making  panels  are  asked  to  follow 
these  guidelines: 

•Select  a  durable  and  lightweight  fabric  of 
any  color  for  the  background.  Cut  and  hem 
a  piece  measuring  three  by  six  feet  (quilt  pro¬ 
ject  volunteers  will  hem  it  if  you  leave  three 
inches  of  extra  fabric  on  each  side). 

•Design  letters  commemorating  the  per¬ 
son’s  name  and  other  important  informa¬ 
tion  (for  example,  dates  of  birth  and  death, 
or  a  poem).  Sew,  glue,  embroider,  stencil  or 
paint  the  letters  onto  the  fabric.  Any  com¬ 
bination  of  methods  and  materials  is  fine,  as 
long  as  the  letters  are  securely  fastened. 


•If  you  want  to  add  other  elements  to  the 
panel  —  pictures,  for  example,  or  small  ob-‘ 
jects  —  the  same  rule  applies.  Make  sure 
they’re  fastened  securely  to  the  fabric. 

•When  you  have  finished,  take  time  to 
write  a  one-  or  two-page  description  of  the 
person  you  have  commemorated.  Tell  what 
this  person  meant  to  you,  how  she  or  he 
should  be  remembered-.  Enclose  a 
photograph  if  possible,  but  note  that  photos 
or  other  momentos  cannot  be  returned. 

•Please  enclose  a  contribution  with  your 
panel  to  help  cover  organizational  and  other 
costs.  Wrap  the  panel  securely  and  contact 
organizers  to  determine  where  to  send  it. 

National  NAMES  Project  Office 
P.O.  Box  14573 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)  863-5511 

NAMES  Project/New  England 
P.O.  Box  1798 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  451-9003 

The  national  office  can  offer  information 
about  host  committees  in  other  cities.  Funds 
and  volunteers  are  needed  for  all  aspects  of 
the  project.  Organizers  from  the  New 
England  group  especially  need  help  in  secur¬ 
ing  a  large  exhibition  space  —  anyone  with 
ideas  is  encouraged  to  contact  them. 

The  next  quilting  bee  in  Boston  will  be  held 
Feb.  18,  6-9  p.m.  at  the  Arlington  Street 
Church.  The  next  planning  meeting  in 
Boston  will  be  held  Feb.  24  at  7 p.m.  in  the 
Piemonte  Room  at  City  Hall.  Call  451-9003 
or  396-8642  for  further  information. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


===^ip~M  FENWAY 
M  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St  ,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING 
THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

•  confidential  • 


You  Haven’t  Really 
Grown  Up 

if  you  worry  about  your  par¬ 
ents  constantly. .  .if  you  expect 
them  to  get  you  out  of  trou¬ 
ble. .  .if  you  let  their  opinions 
run  your  life. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston’s  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  “The  Brinks 
Job.’’ 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of 
Boston,”  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


(BOSTON’S  BEST  MUSICAL1 


“INTOXI¬ 

CATING!’’ 

—Arthur  Frledmort, 
Boston  Herald 

"HILARIOUS!” 

—John  Engstrom, 
Boston  Globe 


“PUNCH, 

PIZZAZZ, 

SMASHING 

MATERIAL!” 

—Joyce  Kulhawik, 
WBZ-TV 


Laurie  A.  Livingston, 
Ed.D. 
Licensed 
Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  •  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
depression  •  stress 
disorders  •  social 
anxiety  • 

Telephone: 

(617)  262-5223 

Agoraphobia  Treatment  and 
Research  Center  of  New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  F.  Harrington 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


'■  SS:  ' SSS1  i  "i-  Si 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 
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,  Do  you  wish  you 

could  talk  to  your 
R  parents  about 

being  gay/lesbian? 

Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay/lesbian 
child? 

•  workshops  for  gays,  lesbians 
and  parents 

•  consultation  with  families, 
couples  and  individuals 

•  Day-long  workshop: 

Sat.  March  5th 

•  Monday  pm  series:  6  sessions, 
Feb.  22-March  28 

Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

(617)  876-2113 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

_ I 


Harvord/Radcliffe  Alumni/ae  Against  Apartheid  and  Harry  Lipson  &  FolkTree  ConcertMakers 

present: 

***"  Pete  Seeger  •  Tony  Bird  •  The  Good  News  Gospel  Ensemble  •  John  McCutcheon  • 

Si  Kahn  •  £  Holly  Near  •  The  Persuasions  •  Serious  Bizness  •  Deborah  Silverstein 

***"  Pete  Seeger  •  Tom  Chapin  •  Mimi  Farina  • 

The  Kuumba  Singers  •  Rod  MacDonald  •  David  Massengill 
•  Tom  Paxton  •  Jane  Sapp  •  Josh  White,  Jr. 

$22.50  advanced  each  night.  $25  00  at  door 
All  seats  general  admission 


Proceeds  to 

Harvard /Redd  1  ffe  Alumni/ae  Against  Apart  hetd 
and  The  Fund  For  A  Free  South  Africa 


SONGS 
FOR  A  FREE, 


FOP  TICKETS  AND  INFORMATION.  CALL: 


Sunday  &  Monday,  February  21-22,  1988 
Sanders  Theater,  Harvard  University 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

Hosted  by  PETE  SEEGER 


Ticket  Outleh  -  FolkTree  Cone errtme  64l  1010  VISA/MC  •  In  Combndge  Skippy  White's  Records.  Sondy  t  Move.  Music  Emponum, 

New  Words  Bookstore  Out  of  Town  Tickets,  Combndge  Natural  Foods  •  In  Jamaica  Plain  Arborway  Video  •  In  Arlington  Wood  &  Stnngs 
•  In  Boston  Bosh*.  Skippy  Whiles  Records  •  AH  Ticketron  Outlets  including  Berklec  Performance  Center  •  Teietron  1  -800-382-8080 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 

C 

HAWAII 

$784 

PUERTO  LA  CRUZ 

499 

BONAIRE 

449 

ANTIQUA 

549 

PUERTO  VALLARTA 

539 

PUERTO  RICO 

549 

IXTAPA 

499 

RIO 

499 

MARGARITA  ISLAND 

529 

PUERTO  PLATA 

589 

MAZATLAN 

499 

Insurance  AUTO 


Insurance 


CALL  AND  COMPARE 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY 

★  No  Service  Fees  —  Ever!  ★ 

★  Rates  Quoted  Over  the  Phone  ★ 

★  Same  Day  Registration  Service  ★ 

★  Convenient  Monthly  Payment  Plans  ★ 
★  Cancelled  Policies  Replaced  ★ 


BROOKLINE 
241  Washington  St. 

731-1015 


ROSLINDALE 
4521  Washington  St. 

323-0800 


ALLSTON 
168a  Brighton  Ave. 

782-0400 


Our  offices  are  staffed  with  friendly,  knowledgeable 
people  to  answer  all  your  questions. 


CALL  THE  INSURANCE  PROFESSIONALS  FIRST 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 


Mythology 
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have  children,  Bowen  asked,  “Now  that  you 
have  your  babies,  has  it  become  too  difficult 
to  fight  the  good  fight?” 

Bowen  also  discussed  the  hope  she  has 
gained  from  the  second  wave  of  feminism, 
begun  two  decades  ago.*  Her  own  commit¬ 
ment  to  maintaining  that  hope  includes  be¬ 
ing  an  out,  proud  lesbian  around  her 
youngest  child,  a  fourteen-year-old  girl. 
Bowen  also  spoke  of  the  strength  and  hope 
she  finds  in  teaching  her  daughter  to  rely  not 
just  on  a  mother,  but  on  a  community:  “No 
one  person  should  try  to  be  the  be-all  to 
another  person.  We  must  surround  our 
children  with  people  they  can  count  on.” 

Returning  to  the  opening  theme  of  her 
disillusionment  w:th  the  myth  of 
motherhood,  Bowen  concluded  that  if  she 
had  it  all  to  do  over  again,  she  would  choose 
not  to  be  a  primary  or  biological  parent,  but 
to  help  raise  the  children  of  friends  and  com¬ 
munity  members.  She  lamented  “the  trips  1 
haven’t  taken,  the  books  1  haven’t  read,  the 
books  I  haven’t  written,  the  women  1 
haven’t  loved.”  □ 

A  day’s  work 

Continued  from  page  7 

regardless  of  the  DSS  homophobia,  the  women 
could  not  find  a  solution  to  subtler  forms  of 
abuse.  One  woman  asked,  almost 
rhetorically,  “What  do  I  do  when  I  see  a  les¬ 
bian  couple  teaching  their  children  racism 
and  raising  children  with  no  self-esteem.  Is 
there  some  sort  of  safety  net  our  community 
can  create?” 

Race  and  Class 

Although  these  issues  emerged 
throughout  the  day,  one  of  the  conference 
panels  was  devoted  to  the  topic  of  race  and 
class,  opened  by  moderator  Joyce  Kauff¬ 
man’s  comment,  “I  always  hear  upper-mid¬ 
dle-class  people  talk  about  deserving  what 
they  have  because  they  worked  hard  for  it.  It 
occurs  to  me  that  poor  and  working  class 
people  work  very  hard  for  what  they 
don’t  have.” 

The  first  panelist  to  speak,  Julia  Perez 
reminded  the  audience  that  for  many 
women  of  color,  race  is  a  more  important 
factor  than  sexual  identity,  since  “the  world 
sees  my  race  first  and  my  queerness  second 
or  not  at  all.”  The  biological  and  adoptive 
mother  of  four  children  of  different  races, 
Perez  told  stories  of  people  treating  her 
Black  and  Latino  children  differently  than 
her  white  children,  especially  in  sexualizing 
the  kids  of  color:  “For  example,  my  seven- 
year-old  daughter’s  teacher  said  to  me, 
‘some  man  is  going  to  do  something  to  her 
with  that  sensuous  walk  of  hers.’  ” 

Perez  addressed  the  issue  of  lesbians 
adopting  children  from  other  countries.  She 
talked  angrily  of  friends  who  adopted 
foreign  —  especially  Third  World  — 
children  without  an  accompanying  interest 
in  the  child’s  native  culture.  She  also  told  of 
an  Asian  child  who  was  repeatedly  returned 
to  an  institution  because  he  couldn’t  learn 
English  quickly  enough. 

Andrea  Rogers,  a  white  working  class 
woman,  focused  her  speech  on  class  ig¬ 
norance  in  the  feminist  community.  She  told 
of  breaking  her  leg  while  employed  at  the 
Women’s  Center  in  Cambridge,  and  travell¬ 
ing  to  work  every  day  by  public  transporta¬ 
tion.  She  was  shocked  to  hear  a  middle-class 
community  member  praise  her  actions  as 
dedication.  Furious  at  the  memory,  Rogers 
told  the  audience,  “I  went  to  my  job 
because  1  had  no  sick  leave.  When  you  miss 
a  day’s  pay,  your  children  don’t  eat.” 

Susan  Moir,  a  panelist  who  described 
herself  as  a  working-class  recovering  lesbian 
mother  of  a  nineteen-year -old  boy,  scoffed 
at  the  now-familiar  phrase  “lesbians  choos¬ 
ing  children”:  “Choosing  children? 
‘Children  in  our  Lives?’  That’s  like  saying 
‘Clothes  in  our  Lives’  or  ‘Food  in  our 
Lives.’  ”  She  added,  “Many  of  us  were 
knocked  up  and  had  no  choice.” 

Audience  applause  regularly  interrupted 
many  of  the  speaker’s  stories,  especially 
Moir’s  tale  of  “choosing  trouble,  oops,  I 
mean  choosing  children.”  Her  main 
message  was  the  need  for  more  class  discus¬ 
sion  in  the  lesbian  community,  including 
more  discussion  of  male  children.  A  school 
bus  driver  and  union  activist  who  raised  a 
son  alone,  Moir  stated,  “Don’t  think  that 
because  my  kid  had  a  dick,  he  had 
privilege.” 

The  final  panelist  was  a  Black  single 
mother,  Roberta  Wilmore,  who  talked  of 
facing  racism  from  whites  and  hostile  at¬ 
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titudes  from  both  Blacks  and  whites  who 
claimed  she  was  selling  out  by  sending  her 
son  to  private  school.  One  Black  lesbian  in 
the  audience  spoke  up  in  support  of 
Wilmore,  asserting,  “For  people  of  color, 
education  is  a  weapon  to  survive,  not  a  way 
to  have  control  over  others.” 

Like  many  others  throughout  the  day  who 
expressed  skepticism  of  the  notion  of 
choice,  Wilmore  explained  that  in  order  to 
support  her  son  and  provide  for  her  aging 
parents,  she  felt  forced  to  “choose”  a  cor¬ 
porate  job,  a  decision  easy  for  more 
privileged  people  to  condemn. 

Moir  closed  the  panel’s  question  and 
answer  period  with  two  demands  of  future 
conferences.  The  first  addressed  the  anger 
of  all  panelists  at  the  low  turnout  for  the  ses¬ 
sion.  While  hundreds  of  women  came 
to  the  previous  panel,  “Considering 
Motherhood,”  the  race  and  class  session 
began  with  an  audience  of  30,  which  grew  to 
about  80.  Noting  that  participants  had  to 
choose  between  the  panel  and  workshops 
and  caucuses,  Moir  insisted  the  next  race  and 
class  discussion  occur  alone. 

Addressing  the  inclusion  of  an  upper- 
middle-class  as  well  as  a  working-class 
mother’s  gathering  at  the  conference,  Moir 
said,  “There  should  be  no  caucuses  for 
privileged  women  unless  they  are  specifical¬ 
ly  to  address  class  issues.” 

Organizers  of  the  conference  invite  in¬ 
terested  women  to  come  evaluate  the  gather¬ 
ing  and  consider  planning  future  events. 
The  meeting  will  take  place  Thursday, 
March  3,  at  the  Women ’s  Center  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Call  61 7-354-8807 for  more  informa¬ 
tion.  □ 


Friction 
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calmly,  very  thin  in  the  casket.  I  think  of  his 
face  angrily  making  a  point  at  a  meeting  or 
happily  hosting  his  Christmas  party.  I  flash 
to  my  father’s  wake  and  the 
“well-meaning”  people  who  whispered 
about  how  awful  he  looked  as  I  stood  by 
watching,  wanting  to  scream  “What  did  you 
expect?”  Kevin  doesn’t  look  so  bad.  But  he 
is  twenty-eight  years  old.  Touching  his 
hand,  1  tell  him  good-bye.  And  I  think 
about  Laurel,  who  spent  so  much  time  with 
him  when  he  wasn’t  travelling  to  places  he 
always  wanted  to  see.  Then  1  walk  away 
without  seeing,  tears  pushing  their  way  out 
of  my  eyes,  noiselessly  running  down  my 
face. 

■ 

It  is  February  and  our  pod,  or  sub-group 
of  Committee  buddies,  meets  at  Richard’s 
apartment  in  the  Fenway.  We  not  only  have 
a  reporter  with  us  tonight  who  will  write 
about  “AIDS  hospice  workers”  for  the 
Boston  Globe,  but  we  will  be  viewing  the 
NOVA  program  on  AIDS  which  includes 
Kevin.  I’m  apprehensive  given  media 
coverage  thus  far  and  the  intimate  nature  of 
pod  meetings.  But  the  program  is  well  done 
and  Anita  Diamant  is  unobtrusive.  We  are 
subdued;  it’s  another  heavy  evening.  Anita 
offers  my  friend  Katie  and  I  a  ride  to  Har¬ 
vard  Square.  It’s  likely  she’ll  feature  Katie 
and  her  work  with  Haitian  kids  and  I’m  a  lit¬ 
tle  jealous. 

At  a  stoplight  she  asks  us:  “Why  do  you 
do  this  work?”  Neither  of  us  points  out  the 
obvious.  1  say  for  political  reasons  and  re¬ 
count  my  hospice  experience.  Katie  says  she 
was  concerned  about  homophobia.  We 
don’t  say  we’re  lesbians  and  she  doesn’t  ask. 
When  Katie  is  featured  she  is  the  only 
woman.  All  the  men  are  identified  as  gay 
men. 

■ 

It’s  the  spring  of  ‘85  and  I’ve  been  quiet  at 
the  lesbian  brunch,  “the  Subject”  comes 
up.  A  woman  says  she’s  getting  worried 
because  the  Boston  Globe  says  AIDS  is  hit¬ 
ting  the  general  population.  I  fell  the  rage 
start  up  my  spine  but  decide  I  don’t  have  the 
energy  to  ask  her  which  population  she  con¬ 
siders  herself  a  part  of  anyway.  Or  wax 
philosophical  along  the  lines  of  “First  they 
came  for  the  Communists,  then  the  Jews, 
and  I  didn’t  speak  up  because  I  wasn’t....” 
Instead  I  watch  the  scene  as  if  behind  a 
telescopic  camera,  as  far  removed  as  I  feel. 
Several  of  the  women  who  know  I’m  involv¬ 
ed  with  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC) 
are  looking  at  me  expectantly. 

“It’s  been  hitting  the  general 
population,”  I  finally  say,  biting  each  word 
off  as  I  tick  off  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol  (CDC)  “high  risk  groups”  — 
gay/bisexual  men.  IV  drug  users,  Haitians 
(who  will  soon  be  removed  from  the  list), 
Continued  on  page  12 
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blood  transfusion  and  factor  8  recipients 
before  March  1985,  and  their  partners. 
Everyone  looks  bewildered.  They  just  don’t 
get  it. 

■ 

My  lover  and  I  are  arguing  about  time. 
Specifically  how  much  time  I’m  devoting  to 
AIDS  Action.  I’ve  been  a  co-convenor  of 
my  pod  with  Leo  since  February  and  I  have 
more  meetings  to  go  to,  but  I’m  not  current¬ 
ly  a  buddy  and  ours  is  a  new  relationship. 
I’m  trying  not  to  take  her  accusations  to 
heart.  That  is,  until  she  says  it. 

“You’re  more  gay-identified  than 
woman-identified .  ’  ’ 

I  feel  as  if  I’ve  been  punched  in  the 
stomach. 

■ 

The  Boston  Globe  goes  on  record  in  favor 
of  placing  foster  children  in  “normal 
households,”  i.e.  heterosexual,  dual  parent, 
mother-at-home.  The  Mass.  Governor, 
Michael  Dukakis,  institutes  his  foster  care 
policy  making  it  virtually  impossible  for 
gay,  lesbian  and  single  people  to  be  foster 
parents.  I  see  Jason  Schneider,  AAC’s 
Steering  Chair,  John,  Katie  and  a  few  others 
from  AAC  at  the  rallies.  I  wonder  where  the 
other  men  I  know  are... particularly  with 
AIDS  insinuated  into  this  and  the  gay  rights 
debates  that  spring  of  1985. 

■ 

I’ve  been  writing  to  Sojourner  and  MS 
about  the  lack  of  AIDS  coverage  in  the 
women’s  press,  a  huge  lack  despite  the 
number  of  lesbians  and  other  working  class 
women  within  AIDS  organizations  facing 
sexism,  racism,  classism,  and  homophobia 
and  despite  the  increasing  number  of 
women  at  risk  and  infected.  Soj  prints  a  let¬ 
ter  and  the  request  for  women  volunteers  I 
slip  in  at  the  end.  Peter  is  averse  to  “adver¬ 
tising”  for  buddies  because  motivation  to 
apply  is  important.  But  I  know  from  inter¬ 
viewing  applicants  that  women,  Creole  and 
Spanish  speakers  and  people  of  color  are  not 
volunteering.  Their  services  are  needed;  the 
Support  Services  Team  of  buddies  (SST)  is 
almost  entirely  white  and  gay  and  male.  Few 
of  us  are  bilingual. 

Many  women  I  know  are  affiliated  with 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee 
(GLDC)  formed  out  of  the  foster  care 
travesty.  It’s  ironic  so  many  women  protest 
about  the  removal  of  two  boys  from  a  gay 
male  couple.  But  judging  from  the  response 
I  see,  many  gay  men  feel  more  personally 
threatened  by  AIDS  and  the  catastrophic 
losses  it  entails  than  by  homophobic  policies 
forged  by  the  politicians  who  also  vote  on 
AIDS  spending.  They  don’t  seem  to  grasp 
the  connections  many  lesbians  see.  Certain¬ 
ly,  as  women,  we  don’t  have  the  privileges 
men  —  even  gay  men  —  are  accorded.  It  is  a 
painful  argument.  Add  to  it  that  gay  rights 
and  “the  homosexual  lifestyle”  are  debated 
in  an  almost  exclusively  male  context  and, 
once  again,  the  lesbian  are  invisible  but  af¬ 
fected.  If  AIDS  is  used  to  defeat  human 
rights  legislation,  or  to  deny  foster  care  con¬ 
sideration,  then  lesbians  and  gay  men  both 
lose  out. 

Interviewing  volunteers  for  SST,  I  meet 
men  who  have  not  even  been  out  as  gay  men, 
let  alone  politically  active.  AIDS  has 
mobilized,  even  radicalized,  many  of  them 
but  it  is  often  a  narrow  agenda.  It  is  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  ask  about  sexism  and  racism.  Class 
oppression  (which  could  be  said  to 
underscore  it  all)  is  ignored.  I  shake  my  head 
often  as  the  year  moves  along.  Sliding  scale 
or  low  income  tickets  are  not  made  available 
for  AAC  events;  wheelchair  accessibility  is', 
“solved”  with  an  elevator;  child  care  is  not 
even  discussed.  Becoming  more  cynical,  I 
re-draft  a  lengthy  analysis,  “AIDS  and 
Isms,”  and  send  it  off  to  Radical  America 
and  off  our  backs  in  hopes  the  progressives, 
and  feminists  will  address  the  subject. 

In  June  of  1985  I  march  for  Pride  again, 
with  The  Committee,  so  much  larger  now  it 
is  outgrowing  the  Fenway  office.  Linnette 
Liebling,  the  Health  Educator,  Ken  Smith, 
director  of  the  hot-line,  and  my  friend  Tim 
have  been  hired  on.  There  are  many  more 
signs  marking  the  number  of  deaths  this 
year  and  new  faces  outside  SST  1  don’t 
recognize.  There  is  some  grumbling  that  the 
signs  are  too  depressing  and  that  AIDS  is 
equated  with  gayness  in  the  press.  Indeed,  it 
is  and  photos  the  next  day  in  the  paper  are  of 
AAC.  We  are  loud  and  proud  this  year  — 
stopping  at  the  State  House  to  chant  “More 
funding  for  AIDS.”  State  monies  for 
research  have  been  cut  and  the  announced 
priority  is  for  a  “more  accurate  test  for  the 
virus.”  The  Massachusetts  FY86  budget 


allocates  $1.83  million  for  AIDS  medical 
and  support  services. 

Fall  brings  with  it  more  foster  care 
demonstrations.  Larry  Kessler,  AAC’s  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director,  is  asked  repeatedly  to 
speak  out.  AAC  relies  on  the  state  for  some 
40  percent  of  its  budget.  The  line  is  that 
AAC  cannot  afford  to  alienate  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  other  powerful  governmental  fun¬ 
ding  sources  just  beginning  to  consider 
AIDS  more  than  a  problem  for  promiscuous 
homosexuals  and  addicted  inner  city  (i.e. 
minority)  types.  In  October,  An  Early  Frost 
is  the  first  network  television  movie  to  “deal 
with  AIDS.  ”  It  depicts  a  white  upper  middle 
class  gay  man,  who  has  no  community,  in  a 
rather  sanitized  way.  He  and  his  lover  barely 
touch,  but  it  is  hailed  as  a  landmark  in 
American  media  imagery. 

Increasingly  there  is  frustration  over  the 
AAC’s  role  in  the  gay  community  and  the 
need  to  appeal  to  broader  constituencies. 
Larry  stresses  that  AAC  is  committed  to 
people  with  AIDS  and  ARC  regardless  of 
orientation.  He  and  others  argue  that,  if 
AAC  were  to  take  up  the  foster  care  or  gay 
rights  causes,  many  of  the  very  people  who 
need  educating  or  services  would  be  irrever¬ 
sibly  alienated  from  AIDS  Action  and 
tenuous  governmental  liaisons  would  be 
permanently  cut  off.  “AAC,”  it  is  said,  “is 
not  a  gay  organization.” 

Others  counter  that  AAC  grew  out  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community,  is  comprised  of 
gay,  lesbian  and  women  volunteers  and  that 
the  fight  against  AIDS  is  linked  to  civil 
rights  and  protection  from  discrimination. 
Kessler  is  no  neophyte.  Active  in  the  civil 
rights  movement  during  the  ‘sixties,  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  with  the  Catholic  Worker  and 
organizer  of  Project  BRead,  he  cuts  a  wide 
swath  in  political  circles.  But  his  interpreta¬ 
tions  and  strategy  leave  some  of  us  puzzled 
and  ambivalent  when  the  battles  begin  to  be 
waged  between  the  AAC  and  GLDC,  the 
foster  care  policy  activists. 

The  newly  re-elected  Dukakis  hosts  the 
ARTScetera  auction,  a  major  AAC  fun¬ 
draiser  and  a  black  tie  affair.  GLDC 
pickets.  Both  sides  are  vehement.  There  is 
debate  within  AAC  and  the  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee  apparently  decides  not  to  issue  a 
statement.  Kessler  tries  to  divorce  The  Com¬ 
mittee  from  GLDC.  Angered  buy  GLDC’s 
inclusion  of  increased  AIDS  funding  in  a  list 
of  demands,  he  fears  state  funding  will  be 
jeopardized  and  all  AAC  has  worked  for 
will  be  endangered.  The  schism  is  widened. 
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Army 

Continued  from  page  I 

yet  comment  on  the  decision.  Previous  court 
rulings,  including  a  1980  decision  by  An¬ 
thony  Kennedy  who  was  recently  confirmed 
to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  have  upheld 
military  regulations  on  the  grounds  that 
“homosexuality  is  incompatible  with 
military  service.”  In  the  Feb.  10  ruling, 
dissenting  Judge  Stephen  Reinhardt  cited 
the  1986  Supreme  Court  Hardwick  decision 
upholding  Georgia’s  sodomy  law.  Because 
gay  men  and  lesbians  can  be  punished 
criminally  for  sexual  conduct,  Reinhardt 
argued  they  are  not  entitled  to  constitutional 
protection. 

However,  prevailing  Judges  William  A. 
Norris  and  William  C.  Canby,  Jr.  emphasiz¬ 
ed  that  military  regulations  prohibit 
“homosexual  orientation”  as  well  as 
“homosexual  acts.”  Therefore,  since 
Watkins  was  never  proven  to  engage  in  gay 
sex,  his  case  was  not  covered  by  the  Hard¬ 
wick  decision.  In  the  60-page  opinion,  Nor¬ 
ris  wrote,  “Laws  that  limit  the  acceptable 
focus  of  one’s  sexual  desires  to  members  of 
the  opposite  sex,  like  laws  that  limit  one’s 
choice  of  sexual  partner  to  members  of  the 
same  race,  cannot  withstand  constitutional 
scrutiny.” 

□filed  from  Boston 

Crackdown 

Continued  from  page  3 

sexual  minorities  is  to  push  the  sexual 
revolution  forward,  not  backwards. 
‘‘AIDS,  like  sex,  is  a  way  of  controlling  hor¬ 
ny  kids  and  driving  gay  kids  back  into  the 
closet,”  he  said. 

Barry  Lynn,  legislative  council  for  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  said  cen¬ 
sors  often  lack  the  ability  to  distinguish  bet¬ 
ween  educational  and  pornographic 
material.  “The  Meese  Commission  lumped 
everything  violent  together.  Almost  every 
non-mainstream  sexual  act  is  suspect  and 
characterized  as  violent,”  said  Lynn.  He 
said  the  landmark  Supreme  Court  por¬ 
nography  decision  Miller  v.  Ca.,  which  set 

Continued  on  back  page 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


617-776-5866 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit 
Agencies 

•  Small  •  Sole 

Businesses  Proprietors 

COMMUNITY. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306  . 

COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN,  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass,  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC 
1 86 '/a  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH 
ED.D 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Aldington.  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St 
Cambridge.  M  A  02138 
876-8438 


DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston,  MA  02114 
523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  dime  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves  :  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
I  800  352-3185 


KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence. MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  X  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  429 
Boston.  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Soho.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI..  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES - 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ (»•) 

FEBRUARY  IS  LOVERS’  MONTH 

So  why  not  celebrate  it  with  a  Gay  Community  News 
personal  ad?  Send  a  message  to  your  lover,  your 
boyfriend,  your  girlfriend,  your  secret  lust  object,  your 
last  trick...  .  Or  Find  that  special  woman  or  man  with  a 
scintilating,  lililating,  seductive  description  of  your 
wildest  (or  safest)  fantasy!  And  during  February  GCN 
Personals  are  cheaper  than  ever:  $4  for  the  First  25  words 
and  15‘  for  each  additional  word.  Headlines  are  $1.50 
for  a  big  “Flamer!”  head,  or  75‘  for  a  regular  bold 
head.  Why  not  give  your  social  life  a  lift? _ (31) 

EACI!!!!! 

I  cannot  think  of  the  perfect  thing  to  say,  the  creative 
thing  to  say,  the  spectacular  thing  to  say,  except  that  I 
adore  you  and  I  so  appreciate  all  the  doors  you  have 
helped  open  in  my  life,  as  you  take  care  of  me  and  as 
you  let  me  watch  how  you  take  care  of  yourself.  Can’t 
hurt  to  use  this  corny  consumer  holiday  to  let  you  know! 
Love,  me _ (30) 

FIND  EACH  OTHER  -  MAKE  MEMORIES  - 
Interesting  LF  40  bright,  attractive,  with  honesty, 
charm,  humor,  seeks  slim,  feminine  LF  30+  with  sen¬ 
sitivity,  integrity,  humor  for  friendship,  nice  times,  take 
a  risk,  tell  me  about  you.  Write,  include  phone  #.  GCN 
Box  280. _ (31) 

BEAT  BABY,  HEAT  BABY 

Give  me  your  hand.  1  wanna  be  your  main  squeeze.  VD 
could  be  so  romantic  with  you.  Your  best  friend.  (30) 
HAPPY  VALENT.  DAY  TO  THE  ROMANTIC 
Q:  So,  do  you  think  there's  chemistry  between  us?  A: 
What  do  you  think?  Happy  First  anniversary  (2/8/88), 
too,  sweetie.  Squealingly  yours,  C.  xxxooo _ (30) 

YOU  KNOW  I  LOVE  YOU  CAUSE  I  TELL  YOU  SO 
Zombie:  Show  me  your  —  .  Let's  roll  around  like  trash 
on  Valentine’s  Day.  Love,  xxoo  L.E. _ (30) 

ELAINSCHEN! 

Is  winter  in  Berlin  so  depressing  you  have  nothing  to  say 
in  a  letter?  I  need  to  hear  from  you.  I  don’t  hate  you 
either.  Please  get  in  touch.  Jen. _ (30) 

RADICAL  FAIRIE 

Long  haired  bearded  hippie  33  smoker  free  spirited  and 
politically  active.  Not  limited  to  message  hitchhiking 
photography  and  veg.  foods  new  to  area  seeks  friends. 
GCN  Box  278 _ (M) 

HAPPY  VALENTINE'S  DAY  MOMMY 
I’ll  miss  your  heart-shaped  chocolate  cake  with  pink 
frosting!  Your  daughter,  JAM _ (30) 

Dorothy 

“Vous  et  non  autre.” 

Annette _ (30) 

PAMILISCIOUS 

I’ve  been  happy 
and  I’ve  been  sad, 
but  I  always  have  fun 
writing  personal  ads 
So  whether  you  go 
or  decide  to  stay 
there’s  always  a  newsgal 

with  whom  you  can  play. _ (30) 

ABE-Y,  BABY! 

Fish  gotta  swish, 

Boys  gotta  dish 

I’ve  got  a  lover  who  is  Jewish, 

Oh,  I  can’t  stop  lovin’  my  Abelei. 

Teamo  —  JG. _ (30) 

CHOTCH! 

Please  come  back  quick.  Life  is  feature-less  without 
you.  Your  empty  desk  me  sigh.  Can’t  wait  for  the 
presents!  Ted _ (30) 

BIG  MAMA 

Me  diverte  ser  companera  de  cuarto  con  las  perras  este 
fin  de  semana.  Espero  que  no  cojas  asco  a  nosotras. 
Big  tuna. _ (30) 

GWM,  21.  Living  in  Worcester.  I  desire  a  genuine  and 
equal  relationship  built  on  honesty,  caring  and  love. 
Music,  films,  dancing,  politics,  long  dinners,  late  nights, 
and  mornings  in  bed  are  all  things  that  I  relish.  Intimacy 
is  very  important  to  me.  Ejaculation  is  not.  Race,  class, 
age  and  looks  are  all  ways  that  other  people  divide  us 
from  each  other.  1  realize  the  power  of  these  divisions 
but  1  want  to  try  and  overcome  them.  If  you  share  a 
similar  vision,  please  write,  I  promise  to  write  back. 
GCN  Box  278. _ (30) 

GWM  30  5’H”  165  masculine,  attractive,  young  look¬ 
ing,  sincere,  shy,  single:  seeking  similar  20-28  to  share 
sports,  skiing,  rock  classics/relics,  good  &  bad  times, 
and  develop  genuine,  lasting  relationship.  Want  fair 
skinned,  smooth-chested,  hunky  guy  who  appreciates  a 
lot  of  physicai/emotional  affection.  Reply  P.O.  Box 
565,  Brookline  Village  MA  02147 _ (30) 

SOMEONE  YOU  CAN  TAKE  SERIOUSLY! 

Become  part  of  New  England’s  ONLY  Gay/Lesbian 
owned  &  staffed  network  for  SINCERE  people  looking 
for  HONEST  Friendhips  or  a  DEEPLY  SATISFYING 
Relationship  in  the  future.  We  invite  sincere  inquiries  : 
N.E.  Area  (617)  353-0256 _ (31) 

MEDICAL  ORPHAN 

I  am  a  lesbian  coping  with  a  chronic  neurological  illness 
that  cannot  be  diagnosed  or  treated.  If  you  know  the 
anguish  of  a  sickness  with  no  name  I  would  like  to  ex¬ 
change  information  and  support.  Anyone  with  a  similar 
experience  please  reach  out,  GCN  Box  275. _ (32) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  + /hr.) _ (47) 

TOTAL  RAUNCH  HOG 

I  wanna  hear  from  you  if  you  can  dish  out  total  raunch, 
totally  safe.  How  much  of  a  pig  can  you  make  me  be? 
This  GM  is  waiting  for  your  Filthy  photos  and  hot  letters 
and  smutty  proposals.  Especially  looking  for  truckers 
who  haul  their  loads  through  Boston.  Reply  GCN  Box 
28L _ (H) 

I  NEED  A  HOUSEPERSON 

Disabled  prof,  male  35  seeks  clean,  reliable,  discreet, 
obedient  person  to  assist  me  with  personal  needs,  dress¬ 
ing  etc.  Must  appear  straight  and  will  be  submissive. 
Flexible  hours,  room/board,  salary.  Happy  new  year. 

Box  272. _ (30) 

Ofc.-  Please  tell  W.  I’m  sorry  1  offended  him.  I’m  a 
parodist,  not  a  sizeist.  1  hope  we  have  the  happiest 
Valentine's  Day  ever,  although  I  will  not  be  serving  late 
night  beverages  this  year,  okay  little  guy?  Ofs _ (30) 

Eva  and  PD:  Stay/Go.  Nawnaw . _ (30) 


PERSONALS 

ESTHER! 

I’m  putting  together  another  “Book  of  Esther"  (the 
First  one’s  in  the  Old  Testament)  as  part  of  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Purim  (March  1-2).  You  know,  kind  of  a  ritual 
art  thing.  Please,  please,  please  send  me  stories,  photos, 
pictures,  whatever  about  women  and  girls  named  Esther 
for  this  remaking  of  the  Megillah.  Thanks.  Liz  Galst,  2 
Wyatt  Circle,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 

(617)625-4271. _  (30) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BODY  ELECTRIC  WKND 

Joseph  Kramer  is  coming  to  Boston  March  18-20.  Seminars  in 
Healing  with  Erotic  Energy,  Rebirthing,  Taoist  Erotic 
Massage.  Introduction  Friday  3/18  551  Tremont  Street.  $5. 
Information  522-9164. _ (35) 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newslater 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  too!).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC,  744-6841 . _ (36) 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


Shmutzies  against  Shmutz 

(Rags  aginst  dirt) 

Have  handywipe.  will  travel. 

Doing  what  you  haven't  got  time  for. 
Bonded  and  insured  References  available 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  8.  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


HELP  WANTED 


--  FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

BOOKKEEPER 

Part-time  bookkeeper,  20  hours/ 
week  to  assist  business  manager  in 
bookkeeping  and  recording  for 
multi-contract,  multi-department 
health  center.  Must  be  very 
organized  and  detail  oriented.  Ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Call  Dena, 
267-0900. 

THERAPIST 

Half-time  licensed  therapist  to 
provide  individual  and  group 
psychotherapy  to  well  funcitoning 
clients  within  the  Mental  Health 
Department  of  a  dynamic  commu 
nity  health  center.  Participate  on 
small,  multi-disciplinary  team. 
Knowledge  and/or  experience  with 
gay  and  lesbian  community  re¬ 
quired.  Experience  with  trauma 
resolution,  substance  abuse,  HIV 
infection  preferred.  Some  evening 
hours  required.  People  of  color 
encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resume 
to: 

Lee  W.  Ellenberg,  LICSW 
Fenway  Community  Health 
Center 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 

PATIENT 

SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT 

Check-ouf  Clerk,  part-time. 
Contact  Nancy  at  267-7573. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
16  HAVILAND  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 


HELP  WANTED  HELP  WANTED 


RESOURCE  COORDINATOR 

Work  with  tenants  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  in 
public  housing.  If  you  like  working  with  people  and 
want  to  make  an  impact  in  the  community  call  us  now. 
We  are  a  multicultural  organization  that  works  with  te¬ 
nant  committees  to  develop  soc-service  programs.  We 
offer  training,  staff  support  and  fill  benefits.  $19,000  to 
start.  Apply;  Committee  for  Boston  Public  Housing,  24 
Bellflower  St.  Dorchester,  Mass.  02125.  Phone: 
282-0431.  Minorities,  BHA  tenants  encouraged  to 
apply _ (30) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Live-in  housekeeper/maintenance  position  for  women's 
guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Long  Season.  Immediate 
opening.  Call  Gabriel  at  487-3232. _ (32) 

Live-in,  strong,  kind,  clean,  capable,  honest,  depen¬ 
dable,  good-humored  person  to  help  with  all  personal 
care  of  disabled  but  mentally  and  verbally  alert  lady. 
Household  cleaning,  cooking  and  shopping.  Flexible 
time  off.  Love  of  animals,  drivers’  license.  References  a 
must.  Salary  negotiable.  244-4958.  Transfers/lifting  re¬ 
quired  daily.  2  different  people  needed:  1  for  Monday 
through  Friday.  Another  for  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
Own  room  in  attractive  Newton  home. _ (31) 

STOP  US  WAR  IN  CENTRAL  AMERICA! 
Fundraise  for  political  change  by  phone!  3-4  even- 
ings/wk,  $7. 15/hr.,  sales/political  experience  helpful. 
Call  NECAN  at  491-4205! _ (30) 


PWA’S 
NEED 
YOU 

If  you're  interested  in  providing  health 
care  to  people  with  AIDS,  The  Visiting 
Nurse  Association  of  Boston  has  a 
unique  opportunity.  Currently,  we  are 
hiring  Home  Health  Aides  to  work  spe¬ 
cifically  with  PWA's.  We  will  provide 
you  with  the  training  and  certify  you 
as  a  Home  Health  Aide.  Take  the 
challenge  and  provide  personal  care 
to  people  who  really  need  your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedules  for  full  and 
part-time 

•  Paid  training  provided 

Interested  candidates  should  call  )im 
McCarthy,  RN,  at  426-5555,  ext.  354. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  til  lloslon 


Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women's  issues,  heallh  care, 
peace/justice.  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

PIT  ASST.  BOOKKEEPER 

Some  experience  nec.,  two  days/wk,  casual  office, 
varied  tasks.  Manual  and  computer  functions.  661-6975 
—  Lynn. _  _ (31) 


POSITION  WANTED 

AVAILABLE  NOW! 

GCN's  PROMO  HOMO  has  left  the  fold  and  seeks 
gainful  employment.  Two  main  skill  areas  include 
special  events  production  and  direct  mail  (print)  produc¬ 
tion.  Full  or  part-time,  temporary  or  permanent,  all  of¬ 
fers  welcome!  No  heavy,  physical  work  please. ..the 
spirit’s  willing  but  the  flesh  ain’t  interested.  Call 
321 -4254  evenings,  ask  for  Catherine. _ 

IN  GOOD  HANDS 

Local  LF  looking  for  odd  jobs  —  graphic  layout  and 
design,  small  repairs,  houseclcaning,  childcare,  patient 
care.  Do  not  hesitate  —  Let’s  negotiate.  Keep  trying. 
Sandy,  522-8153. _ (30) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

FEBRUARY  14  IS  VALENTINE’S  DAY 

Do  you  know  where  your  next 
lover/girlfriend/boyfriend/trick/obsession  is?  Find  out 
by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  Gay  Community  News!  And 
during  the  month  of  February,  GCN  Personals  are 
cheaper  than  ever:  $4  for  the  first  25  words  (rcg.  $6)  and 
15‘  for  each  additional  word  (rcg.  25‘).  Headlines  are 
$1.50  for  a  big  “Flamer!"  head,  or  75‘  for  a  regular  bold 
head.  Try  it  out;  what  do  you  have  to  lose? _ (30) 

Sunny  Somerville  Home!  Three  LFs  seek  fourth.  Two 
second  floor  porches,  garden,  spacious  rooms,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop,  cigarette  and  furry  pet  free.  Near  Davis 
Square.  Call  776-0303. _ (30) 

LF  looking  for  someone  to  share  large,  sunny  furnished 

2  bedroom  apartment  with  yard.  Great  location  near 

Porter  Sq.  T-stop.  $275  +  util.  Call  Jenny 
628-0522 _ (30) 

3  LFs  and  cat  seek  LF  25  +  for  spacious  4  bedroom 

house  with  yard  and  parking,  Inman  Square.  Non- 
smoker  wanted  for  semi-coop,  politically  progressive, 
independent  househoul.  No  more  pets.  $200  +  /mo. 
876-6189. _ (30) 

SUNNY  AND  SPACIOUS 

Two  LF’s  looking  for  two  mature  housemates  to  share 
lovely  ten  room  JP  apartment.  Near  bus,  T,  pond. 
Cooperative,  vegetarian  and  non-smoking.  One  cat. 
Available  immediately.  $325  +  .  Call  522-9435. _ (30) 

WHAT  ARE  YOU  WAITING  FOR?!! 

2  prof  F’s  with  dog  &  house  seek  housemate  to  share 
k/b,  livrm,  dinrm,  basement,  washer/dryer,  fireplace, 
yard,  offstreet  parking.  2nd  floor  yours.  Near  T  in  quiet 
neighborhood.  Furn/unfurn,  pets  considered,  shortterm 
poss.  Great  space,  fantastic  roomates  (of  course!)  $375 
(negot.)  Call  924-0374;  leave  message. _ (30) 


r - n 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  fust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  o(  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25c 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x. _ number  of  runs  $. 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


My  category  is: 

]  PERSONALS  ANNOUNCEMENTS  HELP  WANTED 
!  ROOMMATE  WANTED  HOUSING  WANTED 

APARTMENTS  J  SUMMER  RENTALS  RESORTS 
FOR  SALE  PUBLICATIONS  ORGANIZATIONS 
a  SERVICES  J  RIDES  i  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $  . 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ _ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  — . 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $ 1 5  $ _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
42  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 


Name 

Address 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


FOR  SALE 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LF  or  BiF,  28  + ,  wanted  to  share  beautiful  apartment 
near  J.P.  w/BiF,  dog,  cat,  plants,  good  food,  books, 
w/d/d.  and  back  porch.  It’s  a  real  home!  No 
smoke/drugs/little  ale.  350  +  ,  277-5835. _ (30) 

NOT  TOO  CLOSE  &  NOT  TOO  FAR 
Roommates  needed:  5  B.R.  waterfront  house  Quincy 
near  MBTA.  Share  big  yard  w/patio,  private  parking, 
boating,  sunny  deck-pier,  sunporch,  w/fireplace,  large 
kitchen,  w/d,  quiet  “dead  end”  street.  App.  $450.  mo. 
call  479-9361. _ (30) 

LF  36  seeks  same  to  share  apt.  10  min.  from  J.P.  Clean 
quiet  neighborhood.  Close  to  T.  300+  Available  3/1. 
Call  Sharron  296-1184. _ (31) 

BEAUTIFUL  APT.  6'4  ROOMS 
LF  in  Jamiaca  Plain  looking  for  roommate  35  +or-. 
Non.-veg,  non-smoker,  no  pets.  Near  T,  parks  and 
shopping.  Off-street  parking  avail.  $400  + utils. 
524-2261. _ (3]) 

2L’s  late  20’s,  seek  3rd  roommate  to  share  warm,  cozy, 
large  home  in  Brighton.  Has  back  porch  and  parking. 
Near  “T”  275+  Avail.  ASAP.  Call  787-5195.  We  are 
animal  lovers  but  have  enough. _ (30) 

TRY  US,  YOU'LL  LIKE  US 

Beautiful  JP  apartment.  2LFs  seek  third.  Drug,  smoke, 
alcohol  free.  Yard,  w/d  wood  floors.  Call  for  details: 
Lisa  (discreet)  at  work  495-1574  or  home  522-2921. 

—  267+ _ (30) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250  +  . 
Call  Anne  666- 1 267. _ (30) 

3  LF’s/bi  seek  1  LF  to  share  spacious  semi-coop  home. 
Have  1  cat,  no  smoke,  minimal  drugs  or  alcohol.  Porter 
Square,  $250  +  ,  491-4005. _ (30) 

WATERTOWN 

Avail.  2/1,  2F  2M  sks  quiet  housemate  29+  for  6  bdrm 
hse,  Ig  yd,  w/d,  no  additional  smkrs,  no  pets.  1  or  2  rms 
at  232.50/mo  ea.  +  util.  Call  7-9pm  wkdys.  11-4  wknds 
923-1367, _ (30) 

LF  22  needs  roommate  for  Somerville  apt.  for  2/1/88. 

5-room,  2-bedroom,  $325  +  .  Grad,  student  with  2  cats 
(no  more  pets)  seeks  fun,  friendly,  indep.  LF.  No 
smoke,  drugs.  623-5465. _ (30) 

1GWF  28  and  cat  seek  mature,  responsible  GWF  with 
sense  of  humour  to  share  two  bdrm  apt  in  Everett.  Safe 
neighborhood,  close  to  Boston  and  MBTA.  Avail,  imm- 
ed.  Please  no  drugs  or  ETOH.  Call  Beth  389-1087  or 
GCN  Box  279. _ (33) 

RHODE  ISLAND  HOME 

2L.F,  1M  seek  non-smoking  housemate  to  complete  con¬ 
genial  semi-cooperative  household.  Very  sunny,  large  10 
room,  2  floor  Prov  apt  w/hardwd  floors,  yard,  w/d, 
dishwasher.  $190  +  (401)  421-1685  or  (401)  521- 
5181. _ (31) 

Winchester:  Active  12-step  lesbian  and  cat  want  to  share 
large  pleasant  2BR  duplex.  Close  to  train,  93,  and  128. 
No  smoke/drugs.  400+  negotiable.  Kirsten  348-9736 
days  721-0485  eves. _ (31) 

APARTMENTS 

GOV’T  CENTER  ROOMS 

Single  furnished  rooms  shared  bath,  one  person  per  room, 
must  have  landlord  and  work  references,  no  alcohol  allowed, 
close  to  Park  St.  "T”,  three  weeks  security  and  first  week's 
rent  in  advance.  $90-$95  weekly.  Call  367-8937. 

1 0am -4pm. _ (32) 

JAMAICA  RUIN 

Extra  large  2  bedroom  aprtmnt  in  3  family  house.  Eat-in  kit¬ 
chen,  hardwood  floors,  porch,  and  use  of  spacious  backyard. 
Located  in  prime  Agassiz  School  area,  I  minute  to  “T,”  5 
minutes  to  hospital.  $775  per  month,  includes  heat!! 
References  required.  Call  Mr.  Weinerman,  weekdays  at 
338-6969,  Available  now. _ (31) 

MEETINGHOUSE  HILL 

Large  1BR  with  liv,  din,  new  kitchen  and  bath.  $525/mo.  inc 
all  utilities.  265-5653. _ (31) 

HOUSING  WANTED 


LF  SEEKS  APT  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
For  March  1st  or  ASAP.  Will  share  2-3  bedroom.  Also  willing 
to  look  w  ith  other  female.  Call  Suzan  at  423-2273  9-5.  (32) 

Professional  GWM,  26.  looking  for  2  bedroom  apartment 
near  Green  or  Blue  lines.  Can  pay  up  to  $350  including 
utilities.  Call  Timothy  at  567-1644.  Responsible,  considerate 
and  fun. _ (30) 

SHARE  YOUR  HOMeT” 

I  F,  60,  academic  seeks  no  smoke,  no  pets  home.  Near 
Brighton,  Coolidge  Comer.  Leave  messages  787-3562 
weekends  or  (401  >331-8735  during  week. _ (30) 


2  GOOD  2  B  TRUE 

but  it  is.  1987  Plymouth  Turismo  only  4K  miles  4  sale. 
Standard  trans,  AM/FM,  Chrysler  7/70  Custom  War¬ 
ranty.  Must  sell  $6,2000  or  B.O.  Call  783-5723  +  lv. 
message. _ (30) 

VACATIONS 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Vermont’s  perfect  Gay  Hide-Away.  Quiet,  secluded, 
peaceful.  Ski  from  our  door  or  downhill  at  nearby 
Stowe.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  Today!  (802)  533-7772. 
_ (31) 

THE  GREENHOUSE 

Cozy,  comfortable  guest  house  for  women.  Parking, 
centrally  located,  reasonable.  MC  and  Visa.  18  Pearl  St. 
Box  22,  Provincetown,  Mass  02657.  Phone  (617) 
487-2210. _ (30.34.38) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  fireplaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  1 18-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

-Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn- 

_ (36) 

CHECK'ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. ,  P’town,  MA  02657  (30) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax-deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ (15.30) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)321-4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 

invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15.32) 

ARE  YOU  A  7  SISTER  COLL  ALUM! 

Interested  in  joining  a  new  network  of  seven  sister  les¬ 
bian  alumnae  for  fun  and  informal  social  activities?  If 
so,  call  Holly  at  964-0767.  Confidentiality  rigorously 
respected. _  (38) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0*26 


(15.20) 


RlEtcS 


GUKST  RGDITIS 

(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


i 


CHILTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

,  ,  Our  iOtb  Year  Anniversary 

Michael  Kitty 

787-0428  282-6437 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


(I) 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Verv  careful  movers  641-1234 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

o 

oc 

.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

<t 

$ 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

-JZ 

236-1848 

PUBLICATIONS 

HERBAL  TREATMENT  FOR  AIDS/ARC 

Research  compiled  by  medical  doctor.  Includes  Chinese 
calligraphy  and  instructions  for  ordering  and  using 
herbs.  Send  $3  to  Philip  F.  Lansky,  MD.  105  Chestnut 
Philadelphia  19107. _ (33) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  I  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:lndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 

Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY.IOOI  I. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009.  (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact.  Fiction  and  photos. 
$1 1/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info,  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 
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TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
noles  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana, 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Conneclicut,  Delaware, 
District  ol  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island.  Ver- 
monl.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kepi  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


ON  “COMING  OUT” 

One  sure  way  to  make  it  hard  for  prisoners 
coming  out  of  prison  to  make  it  on  the  outside 
is  to  not  give  them  enough  support/time  to  get 
started  again  with  a  job  and  housing. 

This  is  just  what  this  society’s  prison 
system  does  with  its  LACK  of  job  training, 
education  and  job/housing  placement  services; 
and  it’s  what  all  of  us  contribute  to  with  our 
“attitude”  toward  “ex-cons”. 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  a  penpal  of  yours  asks 
for  some  help  in  finding  work  or  a  temporary 
place  to  live.  Their  getting  out  on  parole  this 
year,  rather  than  a  year  (or  more!)  later,  very 
likely  depends  on  having  a  ‘sponsor’  or  a  ‘job  & 
housing'  plan  in  place  BEFORE  they  get  out  (!) 

You  would  do  a  real  service  for  prisoners  in 
your  state  or  area  if  you  would  let  us  (or  a  local 
prisoner  support  group  near  you)  know  what 
kinds  of  resources  of  this  type  exist. 

A  VERY  large  percentage  (if  not  most!)  of 
prisoners  are  inside  for  ‘parole  violations’  often 
due  to  not  having  been  able  to  get  a  iob  and 
housing  before  they  ran  out  of  the  couple  bucks 
the  prison  gave  them  (if  anything)  when  they 
got  out 


Thank  God  I  happen  to  have  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  a  recent  copy  of  GCN.  First  1  want 
to  commend  and  thank  you  for  the  prideful  and 
caring  job  you  are  doing  for  prisoners  and  the 
gay  community  as  well.  Second  I  would  really 
like  to  write  one  of  your  readers.  I’m  38, 
NAMBLA  oriented,  but  I  love  people  in  general 
(that  is,  positive  kind  people)  and  I  would  even 
appreciate  being  able  to  correspond  with  a 
female.  I  am  NOT  looking  for  money.  I’m  just 
lonesome.  Thank  you  for  everything.  Keep  up 
the  GOOD  WORK!  Michael  John  HUSTEN, 
02193-041,  Box  1700  BCS-1,  Phoenix  AZ 
85029. _ ■ 

Sincere,  intelligent  witty  gay  male,  32,  hates  be¬ 
ing  alone  in  this  god-forsaken  hell-hole  called 
prison,  and  would  like  to  find  anyone  out  there 
who  knows  the  feeling  and  needs  to  write. 
Michael  WALSH,  209615,  Box  866, 
Wrightstown  NJ  08562. _ 

I  hope  you  received  the  story  I  sent  you  about 
how  Florida  does  not  help  its  inmates  get  ready 
to  survive  when  they  get  out.  Also  I  would  like  a 
penpal.  I’m  bi,  love  sex  with  kinky  respect. 
Hopefully  I  will  meet  some  new  pen-friends. 
Barry  EWELL,  058939,  D-64,  Box  37,  Chat- 
tahoochee,  FL  32324. 

SHEILA  —  I  love  you  and  thank  you  for  the 
happiness  and  joy  you  have  given  me.  Love, 
Donnie. 


I’m  31,  single,  never  been  married,  and  I’d  real¬ 
ly  like  to  find  someone  that  I  can  relate  with. 
Some  of  my  hobbies  are  volleyball,  softball, 
music,  and  love  to  travel.  Vivian  GRIMES, 
2496,  8000  W  7th  St  (W/U2),  Pine  Bluff  AR 
71603. 


I’m  an  incarcerated  gay  female,  28,  butch  look¬ 
ing  for  a  lady  to  be  a  friend  to  me  through  this 
hard  time.  I’d  appreciate  it  if  I  could  get  your 
newspaper.  Cindy  JOHNSON,  110615,  Box 
1 1492-MBCC,  Oklahoma  City  OK  73136 


I’d  really  enjoy  having  an  open  and  honest  pen¬ 
pal.  I’m  41  years  young,  Latin,  enjoy  cartoon¬ 
ing,  dancing,  and  mainly  driving  an  18-wheeler 
diesel  (traveling).  I  like  to  put  a  smile  on  a  sad 
face.  Please  write.  Toni  ARMIJO,  24036,  Box 
213022,  H-2-132,  Stockton,  CA  95213. 


Am  seeking  a  soulmate,  longlasting  healthy 
relationship.  Feel  free  to  ask  any  questions.  I 
prefer  feminine  women,  30  yrs  or  older.  I  am 
young  in  age  and  heart.  From  Houston.  Wanda 
J.  FORRESTER,  2813  (U-2),  8000  W  7th  St, 
Pine  Bluff  AR  71603. 


I’m  from  Chicago,  love  sex,  all  types  of  sports, 
chess,  poetry,  singing,  dancing,  music  and  am 
in  need  of  a  man  who  will  love  me  totally. 
Robert  Tony  RAPOSA,  B-073434,  C-N-28B, 
3950  Tiger  Bay  Rd,  Daytona  Beach  FL  32014. 


«  ab 

businesses  and  to  find  a  penpal  who  is  interested 
in  this  subject,  but  I  will  be  glad  to  write  anyone 
who  would  like  to  write  me.  Benjamin 
RAMOS,  92800  Camp  C,  Angola  LA  70712, 


Gay  man,  slender  build,  heavily  tattooed,  look¬ 
ing  for  correspondence  and  friendship  especial¬ 
ly  in  the  New  England  area.  If  you  could  assist 
me  in  looking  for  employment  when  I  get  out 
later  this  year  I  would  appreciate  that.  I  enjoy 
reading,  swimming,  quiet  evenings  at  home, 
C/W  and  soft  rock,  open  honest  conversations 
and  lots  of  cuddling.  Not  into  head  games  or 
looking  for  money.  David  D.  FERRAND, 
A025036,  700  Conley  Lake  Rd,  Deer  Lodge  MT 
59722. 


Petite, effeminate  TV,  quiet  and  shy,  would  love 
to  hear  from  masculine,  sincere  man.  Race 
unimportant.  A  photo  will  get  you  a  photo. 
Chris  HARDING,  05369)016,  Box  1000,  Milan 
MI  48160. 


I  sent  your  staff  a  Christmas  card  to  show  in 
some  small  way  how  much  I  appreciate  all  the 
help  you’ve  given  to  prisoners.  I  would  really 
love  to  hear  from  other  gays  with  hopes  of  fin¬ 
ding  a  future  friend.  Thank  you  very  much,  and 
have  a  nice  day.  (PS-I  love  easy  sex,  especially 
69).  James  PAYNE,  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887 


1  would  like  to  express  my  feelings  if  I  may  to  all 
the  readers  on  the  outside  world  who  contribute 
monies  so  that  our  fellow  gay  people  in  the 
prison  system  are  able  to  read  some  decent  news 
(GCN)  instead  of  the  rough  propaganda  that 
the  media  shows.  We  must  believe  in  ourselves 
or  we’ll  fall  apart  in  here  and  GCN  helps.  If 
anyone  out  there  would  like  to  write  and  be 
friends,  you  can  be  assured  that  I’d  write  back. 
Dan  MURILLO,  07760-023,  3600  Guard  Rd, 
Lompoc  CA  93436. 


1  would  like  for  someone  to  write  me,  to  share 
the  feelings  with.  I‘m  a  quiet  person  most  of  the 
time.  I  like  to  read  and  listen  to  music.  Please 
put  me  on  your  list.  Thank  you,  Alvin  HOR- 
TON,  84232,  Tucker  AR  72168. 


I  read  in  one  of  your  papers  that  you  will  put  in 
free  ads  for  prisoners.  It’s  lonely  in  here  with  no  _ 
mail.  My  hobbies  are  housekeeping,  hobby  g 
crafts,  and  many  others.  I’m  from  Tennessee.  ■ 
My  dreams  and  hopes  are  finding  someone  that  ■ 
I  can  care  for  and  someone  that  would  care  for  I 
me.  Taking  care  of  a  house  for  that  special  per-B 
son.  Benny  L.  COLE,  PO  Box  58,  McCain  NC  " 
28361. 
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1 7  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Jimmy  James  is  back  at  the  Club  Cabaret  un¬ 
cannily  impersonating  Marilyn  Monroe  and  other  famous 
show-biz  legends  through  Feb.  21.  Tickets  $10  Wed.  and 
Thurs.,  $12  Fri.  and  Sun.,  and  $14  on  Sat.  9pm  Wed.  and 
Thurs.,  8  and  10pm  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Info:  536-0972. 

Boston  □  March  in  support  of  State  House  ar¬ 
restees.  Gather  in  front  of  State  House  at  5:30.  At  6:00, 
candlelight  march  to  Boston  Municipal  Court,  where  a 
quiet  vigil  will  be  held  until  7:30.  Speakers  will  be 
featured.  Sponsored  by  Mass  ACT  OUT.  Info:  661-7737. 

Boston  □  Streetsafe,  the  Fenway's  neighborhood  crime 
prevention  program,  begins  another  round  of  crime 
watch  volunteer  training.  Will  train  volunteers  to 
patrol  their  streets  with  two-way  radios  observing  and 
reporting  crime.  Info:  262-0060. 

18  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Drop-in  discussion  group  for  women 
with  incest  histories  meets  third  Thursday  of  every 
month.  Sponsored  and  facilitated  by  Incest  Resources, 
Inc.  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 
Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  The  New  England  Chapter  of  the  NAMES 
Project  Quilting  Bee.  Help  available  if  needed.  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  Church.  6-9pm.  Info:  451-9003  ■ 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  business  meeting  at 
Joe's.  7pm.  Info:  282-2962  or  282-7822. 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  every  Thursday.  Rm.  801,  Boston 
City  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info: 
267-2113. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  mon¬ 
thly  meeting  for  old  and  new  members.  7pm.  Info,  and 
location:  354-0133. 

Roxbury  □  "AIDS  —  All  the  Angles”  panel  discus¬ 
sion  and  question  and  answer  forum  for  the  community. 
Moderated  by  State  Rep.  Kevin  Fitzgerald  and  Jose 
Masso.  Director  of  the  Governor's  Office  of  Community 
Service.  Parker  Hill  Library,  1497  Tremont  St.  7-9pm.  In¬ 
fo:  427-3820. 


1 9  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  "Josephine  Baker:  A  Legend  on 

Film”,  presentation  from  the  George  Eastman  House, 
includes  excerpts  from  Parisian  stage  acts  as  well  as  the 
1927  film  "Siren  of  the  Tropics"  and  "Princess  Tam 
Tam."  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brattle  St.  7:30pm  and 
9:30pm.  $5.  Info:  876-6708. 

Boston  □  The  Women's  Theological  Center  and 
Women  of  Colors  Unified  co-sponsor  "Barriers  to 
Dialogue:  Seeing  What  We  See  on  the  Middle  East”  with 
Alia  Arosoughly,  Elizabeth  Bettenhausen,  and  Eleanor 
Roffman.  UMass/CPCS,  comer  of  Arlington  and  Stuart 
Sts.  7-9pm.  $5-$7  donation,  more  if/less  if.  Info: 
277-1330. 

20  Saturday 

Boston  □  "The  Things  You  Always  Wanted  to 
Know  From  Your  Doctor  But  Were  Afraid  To 
Ask”  lecture  and  discussion  by  Dr.  David  A.  Russell. 
Prime  Timers  monthly  meeting.  All  older  gay  men 
welcome.  Revere  Rm.,  Lindemann  Health  Center,  25 
Staniford  St.  2-4pm. 

Cambridge  □  Karen  Thompson  speaks  about  her 
fight  to  free  Sharon  Kowalski,  her  lover,  who  is  being 
held  in  a  nursing  home  against  her  will.  ASL  interpreted. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Sponsored  by  the  Harvard  Divini¬ 
ty  School  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  and  Boston  Women 
Determined  to  free  Sharon  Kowalski.  Harvard  Divinity 
School,  Rockefeller  Hall  cafeteria,  45  Francis  Ave.  2pm. 
Info:  868-8644  or  783-3580. 

Boston  □  Karen  Thompson  speaks  about  the  legal 
battle  to  free  her  lover,  Sharon  Kowalski.  Childcare  (call 
in  advance),  ASL  interpretation,  and  PCA  provided. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski  Committee  and  GLAD.  Suffolk  U.  Law  School, 
41  Temple  St.  7:30pm.  Free;  donations  accepted.  Info: 
426-1350. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


1 3  SATURDAY  TO 
20  SATURDAY 


1 7  Wednesday  □  Marilyn  Monroe  as 
Jimmy  James.  Oops!  See  Jimmy  play 
Norma  Jean  and  a  host  of  others  at 
the  Club  Cabaret  through  Feb.  21. 
Info:  536-0972. 


13  Saturday 


Boston  □  Aim  for  the  Heart  weekend  continues  for 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Bar  outreach  with  cover 
charges  benefitting  AAC,  educational  activities, 
aerobathons  and  more!  Info:  536-3003. 

Boston  □  Girth  &  Mirth  of  New  England  Valentine's 
Party.  Hill  House,  joy  St.  8pm.  Info:  641-1044. 

Cambridge  □  Storyteller  Jennifer  Justice  in 
“Lavender  Hearts,”  a  new  series  of  lesbian  romance 
and  erotica.  With  a  special  new  erotic  slide  show  and 
photo  exhibit  by  Susan  Wilson.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
First  Church  Congregational,  comer  of  Garden  and 
'Mason  Sts.,  Harvard  Sq.  Shows  at  7pm  and  9pm;  dance 
at  10:30pm.  Tickets  $8  in  advance,  $9  at  door  (tickets  for 
either  show  admit  you  to  the  dance  at  10:30). 

14  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  Jamaica 
Plain  monthly  potluck  get-together.  Please  bring  a 
favorite  dish  to  share  and  non-alcoholic  beverage.  Special 
March  on  Washington  video  presentation.  Newcomers 
especially  welcome.  First  Unitarian  Church  Hall,  corner 
Eliot  and  Centre  Sts.  4-7pm.  Info:  522-3894  or  522-6253. 

Salem  □  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
celebrates  with  a  Valentine's  Dance.  McGowan's 
Restaurant,  East  India  Sq.  7- 1 2pm.  $5  members;  $7 
guests/friends.  Info:  595-4443. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice”  presents  "Love, 
Sex,  and  Communication"  with  therapist  Herb  Pearce. 
WROR  98.5FM.  12:30am  (Monday  morning). 

Manchester,  NH  □  Demonstration/Confrontation 

during  the  New  Hampshire  Primary  festivites.  Sponsored 
by  MASS  ACT  OUT,  ACT  UP/Boston  and  ACT  UP/New 
York.  For  further  information  call  492-2887. 

Boston  □  Commemoration  and  celebration  of  the  life  of 
Marshall  Yates.  Boston  Black  gay  political  activist  who 
died  of  AIDS  on  February  3.  Emmanuel  Church,  15 
Newbury  St.  2pm.  Info:  424-1176. 


Providence  □  Gay/Lesbian  Helpline  of  Rhode  Island 
sponsors  its  second  annual  fundraiser,  a  “Sweetheart 
Ball”,  with  DJ,  dancing,  buffet,  door  prizes,  and  a  50/50 
raffle.  Mirabar  Bar,  245  Allens  Ave.  $6.  Info: 
(401)751-3322. 

Cambridge  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  disc  party 
celebrating  love,  desire,  and  liberation!  ManRay,  21 
Brookline  St.  6-9pm.  $2-3  donation  requested. 

Boston  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  presents  its  an¬ 
nual  Valentine’s  Day  Dance  and  Auction.  195  West 
Newton  St.  8pm- 1  am.  $4  in  advance;  $5  at  door.  Info: 
266-4378. 

Cambridge  □  Canadian  folksinger  Lucy  Blue 
Tremblay  sings  love  songs  in  English  and  French  in  a 
Valentine’s  Day  concert.  ASL  interpreted  by  Sylvie 
Lemay.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Sanders  Theater  at 
Kirkland  and  Quincy  Sts.  7:30pm.  $12.50  in  advance; 
$13.50  at  door.  Info:  661-1252. 

Boston  □  Marilyn  Humphries  hosts  a  reception  to 
celebrate  her  exhibit  of  black  and  white  documentary 
photographs  of  the  March  on  Washington.  660  Beacon 
St.,  Kenmore  Sq.  3-4:30pm.  Info:  236-7474. 

15  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  on  "Attractions.”  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  Info:  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Salem  □  Haverhill/Lawrence/Newburyport/So.  NH 
Lesbians  social  group  potluck  meeting.  Bring  a  dish  to 
share.  6:30pm.  Info:  521-2239. 

1 6  T uesday 

Boston  □  Julius  Lester,  author  of  "To  Be  a  Slave," 
will  read  from  his  new  book,  "Lovesong,  Becoming  a 
Jew."  Boston  Public  Library,  666  Boylston  St.  6pm.  Info: 
536-5400  x336. 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee  Mental  Health  Sub¬ 
committee  Forum  Series:  "AIDS  Anxiety 
Syndrome”  with  David  Hammerman,  EdD.  Mass.  Men¬ 
tal  Health  Center  Chapel,  74  Fenwood  Rd.  7-8pm.  Info: 
735-4613  (days). 

Boston  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting  7:30pm.  Loca¬ 
tion  undecided,  call  661-7737  for  updates. 


19  Friday  □  Josephine  Baker 
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Black  gay  socialist  activist 
Marshall  Yates 


1948-1988 

By  Frank  Neisser  and  Jane  Kaau 
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Marshall  Yates  addressing  1983  AIDS  forum 


Marshall  Yates,  a  militant  Workers 
World  Party  activist  in  the  struggles  against 
racism,  war  and  other  forms  of  oppression, 
died  Feb.  3  at  the  age  of  39  of  an  AIDS- 
related  illness.  Marshall  would  have  been  40 
on  Feb.  9. 

Born  and  raised  in  the  small  town  of 
Gloucester  near  Norfolk,  Va.,  Marshall 
lived  in  the  communities  of  Roxbury  and 
Boston  since  the  early  1970s.  He  was  a  man 
of  the  community  who  blended  rural  South¬ 
ern  wisdom  with  an  urban  sophistication. 
He  was  a  Black  gay  man  who  expressed  his 
identity  boldly  in  his  actions,  his  statements 
and  his  personal  style.  He  identified  his 
sisters  and  brothers  as  those  struggling  with 
him  against  the  racist  attacks  of  the  South 
Boston  marshals  and  the  Klan;  tenants 
fighting  landlord  fires  and  forced  evictions 
on  Westland  Ave.  and  Symphony  Road; 
and  those  lesbians  and  gay  men  organizing 
the  patrols  defending  the  Fenway  from  the 
physical  attacks  of  anti-gay  thugs. 

Marshall  was  well  known  to  the  Boston 
lesbian  and  gay  community  as  a  militant  ac¬ 
tivist  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights.  He  embrac¬ 
ed  the  multi-national  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  as  part  of  his  political  family,  and 
spoke  at  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
demonstrations. 

He  was  in  the  front  lines  of  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  organizing  agaihst  Anita  Bryant’s 
homophobia,  against  attacks  on  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  the  Boston  area,  and  against 
the  Family  Protection  Act.  He  helped 
organize  forums  and  actions  against  AIDS 
discrimination.  He  participated  in  coalitions 
organizing  protests  of  the  Supreme  Court’s 
Hardwick  decision  upholding  the  Georgia 
sodomy  law,  as  well  as  Massachusetts’  anti¬ 
lesbian  and  gay  foster  care  policy.  He  was  an 
organizer  of  the  People  of  Color  Task  Force 
for  the  October  11,  1987  March  on 

Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights, 

Crackdown 

Continued  from  page  12 

standards  for  judging  obscenity,  is  impossi¬ 
ble  to  understand.  “Nobody,  to  this  day, 
knows  what  the  decision  means.  That’s  why 
government  should  stay  out  of  the  business 
of  censorship.”  Lynn  added  “It  is  no  sur¬ 
prise,  given  this  situation,  that  por- 
nographers  are  censoring  themselves  ...  and 
that  desperately  needed  safe  sex  information 


until  his  illness  prevented  him  from  continu¬ 
ing. 

Marshall  became  involved  in  Workers 
World  during  the  Boston  anti-racism  strug¬ 
gles  of  the  mid-’70s.  He  helped  organize 
defense  of  the  homes  of  Black  families 
under  racist  attack,  as  well  as  welcoming 


is  denied  people  on  the  grounds  that  it  is  too 
explicit.” 

Witomsky  claimed  that  people  are  more 
likely  to  express  their  sexuality  in  a  safe, 
healthy  manner  when  they  are  allowed  ac¬ 
cess  to  counseling  and  information.  Censor¬ 
ing  S/M  porn  and  media  only  inhibits  this 
process,  he  said.  “Sometimes  I  feel  like  a 
therapist.  I  get  letters  from  people  saying 
that  they  never  knew  there  were  others  who 


committees  for  Black  children  being  bused 
into  predominantly  white  neighborhoods. 
He  was  a  leading  activist  in  the  Citywide 
Coalition  for  Justice  and  Equality,  which 
successfully  defended  Black  families  who 
had  been  under  violent  racist  attacks.  He 
also  organized  demonstrations  against  the 


like  the  same  things  they  do.  If  people  want 
to  get  spanked,  well,  that’s  fine.  And  you 
can’t  get  AIDS  from  having  your  head  shav¬ 
ed,”  said  Witomsky.  Bond  agreed,  “The 
police  are  cracking  down  precisely  on  the 
people  who  care  most  about  healthy,  safe 
and  consensual  S/M.  It’s  the  big  publishers 
who  produce  blood  and  guts  stuff  that  they 
don’t  touch  because  they  have  money  to  de¬ 
fend  themselves.” 


Ku  Klux  Klan  in  Boston. 

Marshall  was  a  leader  of  the  U.S.  Out  of 
Southern  Africa  Network  of  the  All-Peoples 
Congress.  In  1977  he  helped  organize  a 
march  of  1000  in  Boston  on  May  Day  to  say 
“Down  with  Racism  from  Boston  to  South 
Africa.”  He  was  a  vocal  supporter  of  libera¬ 
tion  struggles  worldwide  —  and  of  the 
African  National  Congress  in  particular.  A 
thorough-going  internationalist,  Marshall 
was  a  leading  Boston  organizer  for  the 
Peoples  Anti-War  Mobilization  march  of 
100,000  at  the  Pentagon  in  1981.  He  helped 
coordinate  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
that  mobilization,  which  saw  the  biggest  and 
most  visible  lesbian  and  gay  presence  of  any 
anti-war  demonstration  up  to  that  time. 

Marshall  lived  at  the  Lemuel  Shattuck 
Hospital  in  Jamaica  Plain  for  the  last  month 
of  his  life,  a  time  he  described  as  special  and 
“almost  as  good  as  being  home.”  The  staff 
was  his  family  and  he  was  their  inspiration. 
His  primary  nurse  shared  the  feelings  of  the 
staff,  saying,  “It  was  a  privilege  to  care  for 
and  care  with  Marshall.  We  learned  about 
courage  and  dignity  from  this  very  special, 
very  loved  man.” 

Marshall’s  strength  was  matched  by  his 
versatility  and  talent.  He  was  as  militant  in 
the  streets  as  he  was  dazzling  on  the  dance 
floor.  His  life  of  struggle,  his  energy,  con¬ 
viction  and  charm  will  be  remembered  and 
celebrated  on  Sunday,  February  14,  1988  at 
2  p.m.  at  the  Emmanuel  Church,  15 
Newbury  Street,  Boston,  02116.  Before  he 
died,  he  asked  that  any  contributions  in  his 
memory  be  made  to  the  Marshall  Yates 
Memorial  Fund  for  Social  Justice,  c/o  Em¬ 
manuel  Church,  at  the  above  address. 


The  first  national  S/M  leather  con¬ 
ference,  sponsored  by  the  Disciples  of  de 
Sade  in  Dallas,  will  bring  together  92  S/M 
groups  from  across  the  country  Feb.  12  to 
14.  Organizer  Barry  Douglass  told  GCN  he 
hopes  a  national  network  of  local  S/M 
groups  will  emerge  from  the  meeting, 
dedicated  to  defending  the  community  and 
educating  the  public  about  S/M. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


STA#  JMSFa/U 

presents 

"SUNDAY  WITH  THE  STARS” 

**  JOHNNIE  RAY** 

February  21 


Afternoon  and  Evening  Performances 
5-Course  Gourmet  Dinner 
Advance  Reservations  Required 
Buddy  Greco  *  March  6 

383  Elliot  Street,  Newton  Upper  Falls,  MA  244-3080 


AM 

TIKVA 


Boston’s  Community  of  Lesbian /Gay  Jews 
for  our  11th  Anniversary  Celebration! 
Sunday  eve.,  February  21,  1988. 

7:30  pm  to  11:00  pm 
Temple  Israel,  Rabb  Social  Hall 
Longwood  Ave.  at  the  Riverway,  Boston,  MA 


•  Dancing;  D.J.  music 

•  Hors  D’Oeuvres 

•  FREE  parking 

•  for  reservations: 
782-8894 

•  wheelchair  accessible 

•  Cash  bar 

•  Desserts 

•  $15  members 

•  $17  non-members 

•  All  Welcome! 


healthy  teeth . . . 
they’re 

a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


/ 
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Suffolk  University  School  of  Law 
41  Temple  Street,  Boston 

Saturday  Evening,  February  21  —  7:30  pm 
KAREN  THOMPSON  speaks  about  her  fight 
to  free  Sharon  Kowalski— held  in  a  nursing 
home  against  her  will.  ASL  interpreted, 
Wheelchar  accessible,  PCA  provided. 


Sunday,  February  22  —  9:00-5:30 
WORKSHOPS;  Legal  Aspects  of  Parenting 
Decisions;  Alternative  Insemination, 
Adoption,  Foster  Care  •  Co-Ownership  of 
Real  Estate  •  Estate  Settlements  •  Domestic 
Violence  •  Powers  of  Attorney/Wills  •  Co- 
parenting:  Agreements,  Powers  of  Attorney 

•  Tax  Aspects  of  Lesbian/Gay  Relationships 

•  Disability  Benefits  •  Custody  and  Support 
Disputes  •  Dissolution  of  Lesbian/Gay 
Relationships 


LESBIAN 

AND  GAY 

FAMILIES: 

A  LEGAL 

FORUM 

FEATURING 

KEYNOTE 

SPEAKER 

KAREN 

THOMPSON 


PLENARY:  Demystifying  the  Legal  System; 
Going  to  a  Lawyer,  Going  to  Court 

Wheelchair  accessible,  ASL  interpreted  by 
advance  request. 

NO  CHARGE  FOR  EITHER  EVENT:  DONATIONS 
WELCOMED  FOR  CHILDCARE  INFOR  OR  QUESTIONS 
CALL  GLAD  426-1350  SPONSORED  BY  GAY  AN0 
LESBIAN  ADVOCATES  AND  DEFENDERS  AND  BOSTON 
WOMEN  DETERMINED  TO  FREE  SHARON  KOWALSKI 


